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 Septuagenarian Army veteran from Bengaluru 
completes Arctic expedition 

                                                 

                 

 A 76-year-old former Indian Army officer from Bengaluru recently completed an 
expedition to the North Pole and the Arctic 

           76                                                        औ            

             

 Lt. Col. (Retd) O.P.N. Kalyan, who had served in the Army Service Corps, 
undertook the expedition between August 22 and September 1, during which he 
also undertook a polar plunge in the Arctic Ocean 

              (         ) ओ.  .  .     ,                                    ,    22 

       1                             ,                                     
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 “I always had an ambition to visit Antarctica and the Arctic during my service. After 
my retirement, I had the privilege to go on an expedition to Antarctica in 2024 which 
was a wonderful experience,” he said 

           , "                                    औ                                

                  ,      2024                                ,    ए                 " 

 “Now I got an opportunity to go to the North Pole and Arctic Islands at the age of 
76, and my ambition has been finally fulfilled,” added the retired Army officer 

           , "        76                       औ                                , 

औ                                 गई" 

Extreme weather 

            

 He commenced the expedition from Longyearbyen in Norway on the ship, Polar 
Quest, along with a group of 48 people 

                                              Polar Quest         48   ग           

          

 To visit the various islands during the expedition, the team had to use Zodiac boats 

                                          ए                             ग          

 “We were ferried on Zodiac boats and visited Smeerenburg and Virgohamna 
Islands. We spent about two hours on each of these islands. The weather was 
extremely cold, windy, and the temperature was two degrees Celsius. We also 
visited the Nordre Russoya islands where we saw a few glaciers, birds, and the 
arctic foxes,” he said 

           , "                             ग   औ       Smeerenburg औ  

Virgohamna                                     ग ग                              

औ             , औ         द                       Nordre Russoya             

         ,                     ,     औ                   " 

 Adding that during his 10-day cruise, the sun did not set. “We had completely sunny 
days throughout the day,” he said 

                     10- द                                  "                              

        ,"            

 He said that on August 30, the expedition ship stopped about two kilometres from 
the glacier Island called Burgerbukta where he took the polar plunge 

               30       ,             Burgerbukta                     ग ग 

द                  ,                           

 “The ocean temperature was minus two degrees Celsius and outside the 
temperature was three degrees Celsius. Last year, I carried out the polar plunge in 
the Southern Sea in Antarctica, and now I did once more in the Arctic Ocean,” he 
added 

           , "     ग                  द                 औ                     

                         ,                    द                             , औ  

                                         " 

 After retirement from his service, Lt. Col. (Retd) Kalyan served as the curator of 
the ASC Museum in Bengaluru for 15 years 

                               ,              (         )                   ASC 

                          15                
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    Trump rebrands Department 
of Defence as „Department of 
War‟ 

                           

 द    „         ‟     

 U.S. President Donald 
Trump is changing the name of 
the Department of Defence to 
the Department of War, the 
White House said 

                    

                            

                         ,     

                 

 Insisting the rebrand will 
project a more powerful image 

                           

             ए               

          ग  

 While the official name is 
set in law, Trump in an 
executive order is authorizing 
use of the new label as a 
“secondary title” 

                   

                    ,      ए            द       ए            ग “           ”          

                         

 

Finland to sign a deal on two-state 
solution for Israel, 

Palestinians                औ  

                   द -           

                          

 Finland said it would sign a French-Saudi 
declaration on a two-state solution between Israelis 
and the Palestinians but stopped short of announcing 
a date for recognising Palestinian statehood 

                            -  द           

         ग ,           औ                     द -

                        ,                       

                                    

 “It is the most significant international effort in 
years to create the conditions for a two-state 
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solution,” Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen said 

 "**                                             द -                ए               

              ,"   द                            
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   .  .    „    ‟    „           ‟                  द  :      

2. India‟s Strategic Autonomy in a Multipolar World 

                                          

3. Chinese companies bear the brunt of jihadist strikes 
targeting Mali‟s junta 
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U.S. has „lost‟ India to „darkest‟ China: Trump 

   .  .    „    ‟    „           ‟                  द  :      

 MEA did not offer a response to remarks made regarding the PM‟s presence at the SCO 
summit 

 MEA                SCO                                गई               ई                 

 Tariffs show a „miscalculation‟ by the U.S. regime about India‟s role in world affairs, 
officials said 

                                                                                           ए  

'          '              

 U.S. Commerce Secretary Lutnick asks India to stop being a part of the BRICS and choose 
a side 

   .  .                                        BRICS                      औ  ए          

 Continuing his critical remarks about India, U.S. President Donald Trump on Friday said 
that the United States has “lost” India to China, in a reference to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi‟s presence at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Tianjin 
earlier this week 

                                                      ए,   .  .                              

                                                    “          ”,                          

       द                       (SCO)                      ,                        

             ई    

 The Ministry of External Affairs did not offer any official response to Mr. Trump‟s remarks 

   द                                      ई                          

 However, MEA officials speaking on the condition of anonymity said that India‟s 
understanding is that the U.S. tariff attack on India was due to a “miscalculation” of 
India‟s traditional position in world affairs 

        , MEA               ग                                                            

                                                            "          "            

 “Looks like we‟ve lost India and Russia to the deepest, darkest, China. May they have a long 
and prosperous future together,” the U.S. President wrote on his social media platform Truth 
Social 

 " ग                   औ             ग   ,       ,                             ए           औ  

                 ,"   .  .                                     Truth Social         

 Mr. Trump‟s remarks were amplified later by U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick 
who appeared on a Bloomberg morning programme and asked India to “stop being a part 
of BRICS”, a grouping of emerging nations which also includes Brazil, Russia, China, and 
South Africa 

                                 .  .                                 ,                  

             ई   ए औ                    BRICS                     ,                        

              ,   ,     औ  द                      

„Choose side‟ 

 „       ‟ 

 “They [India] either need to decide which side they want to be on,” Mr. Lutnick said 

 "   [    ]              ग                               ,"                  

 Asked for a response to Mr. Trump‟s latest remarks, MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
said he did not have anything to say on the matter 

                                            ए             , MEA                             

                               ए             

 Officials said that the tariffs and Mr. Trump‟s negative remarks show a “miscalculation” on 
the part of the U.S. President 

                            औ                                .  .            ओ     "    

      "              
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 “India is the most populous democracy with one of the largest markets in the world. We are 
active in multiple global platforms and are partnering with the U.S. on many global challenges. 
Targeting us after nearly 27 years of stable relationship is nothing but a miscalculation by the 
Trump Presidency and there is a lot of criticism internally within the U.S. administration that 
is making it evident,” an official source said 

 "                                               औ                                   ए         

 ई                          औ   ई                      .  .                             ग ग 

27                                                             ए  ग             औ    .  . 

                                   ,                    ," ए                 

 Officials also noted that the photograph used on Mr. Trump‟s social media post — featuring 
Mr. Modi with Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping — was 
not taken at the recent SCO summit in Tianjin, but predates the current tensions in India-
U.S. relations 

                                                                   ग    गई      —          

  द ,                द          औ                              ई           —           

            SCO                  गई   ,                   -  .  .                         

      

 The MEA‟s official silence is in line with the cautious approach that India has taken with 
regard to Mr. Trump‟s verbal volleys, which have intensified since he imposed a punitive 50% 
tariff on imports from India, citing Indian purchases of Russian crude 

 MEA                                                                                     

                  ,             गई                              50% द             ग   , 

                     द                ए 

 Mr. Jaiswal, however, responded to Mr. Trump‟s senior counselor on trade Peter Navarro‟s 
remarks on “Brahmins” in India “profiteering” from India‟s oil trade with Russia against the 
backdrop of the war in Ukraine 

             ,        ,                                                          “      ”            

                      ,                                                 ,              

                 

 “We have seen the inaccurate and misleading statements made by Mr. Navarro, and 
obviously reject them,” he said 

           , "                        गई     औ                          , औ               

             " 

Russia-Ukraine war 

   -          

 While maintaining a studied silence on the U.S. President‟s remarks, India has been 
working on the dialogue front for a ceasefire in the Russia-Ukraine conflict 

   .  .                                           ए       ए,        -                        

     ए                                

 The latest round of talks took place on Thursday, when External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar spoke with his Ukrainian counterpart Andrii Sybiha, saying that India seeks 
the “establishment of an enduring peace” 

                      ग           ,      द        S.                                 

                    ,          ए         “                   ”          

 The state of the India-U.S. relationship has also placed a question mark on the prospects of 
the next Quad summit that India is expected to host later this year 

     -  .  .                                                              ग       

               ओ                ग          

 A recent New York Times report quoted multiple sources within the U.S. 
administration who said that Mr. Trump is not planning to travel to India for the 
summit 

                                       .  .           ई                      ग  , 
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 Mr. Jaiswal did not indicate whether the U.S. President is expected to come to India, 
only saying, “The Leaders‟ Summit is scheduled through diplomatic consultations 
among the four partners (Australia, Japan, India and the United States)” 

                                      .  .               ए ग         ,            , 

“                         (        ,      ,      औ                   )        

                                      ” 

 Another opportunity for high-level engagement between India and the U.S. may 
emerge during the upcoming UN General Assembly session in New York later this 
month 

                                              ,                       औ    .  .    

      -          ग      ए  औ                   
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India‟s Strategic Autonomy in a Multipolar World 

                                          

Strategic Autonomy in India‟s Foreign Policy 

           द                          

 In the lexicon of international relations, few concepts have evolved as dynamically 
as “strategic autonomy”. 

                                ,               ए  “              ”         ग            

        ई     
 Once a term confined to academic debate, it now sits at the heart of India‟s foreign policy 

discourse, shaping decisions in an increasingly multipolar and volatile world. 

 ए                                       ,                 द                     

   ग     ,                    औ                                       

 As global power shifts accelerate and traditional alliances fray, India finds itself navigating 
a delicate path between competing giants: the United States, China and Russia. 

     -                                         औ           ग                     ,        द    

                :        ,     औ                द                                  

    

 The pursuit of strategic autonomy is no longer a theoretical aspiration. It is a daily 
diplomatic practice, fraught with complexity and consequence. 

                                                            ए                      

  ,          ओ  औ                      

 Strategic autonomy refers to a nation‟s ability to make sovereign decisions in foreign 
policy and defence without being constrained by external pressures or alliance 
obligations. 

                               ए         द        औ                                   ,      

      द              द                

 It is not synonymous with isolationism or neutrality. Rather, it implies flexibility, 
independence and the capacity to engage with multiple powers on one‟s own terms. 

           द                                 ,           ,        औ                

                     द                            

 For India, the concept has deep historical roots, going back to colonial subjugation and 
free India‟s determination never to let anybody else decide our place in the world for us. 

           ए,               ग                   ,    औ                औ               

                        ई औ          ए               ग            

 From Nehru‟s non-alignment during the Cold War to the Modi government‟s “multi-
alignment” in the current era, successive governments have sought to preserve India‟s 
freedom of action while adapting to changing geopolitical realities. 

                                                    ग      द           “   -        ” 

  ,  ग                        -                 ओ                                   ए 

                   

 In theory, strategic autonomy offers a middle path between rigid bloc politics and passive 
disengagement. 

               ,                                 औ                     ए      

                   

 In practice, it demands deft diplomacy, institutional resilience, and a clear-eyed 
understanding of national interest. 

         ,               ,               , औ                             ग          

 It is a balancing act — sometimes precarious, often imperfect, but essential for a country 
such as India that aspires to global leadership without becoming a client state. 

    ए                 —    -            ,          ,                    ए              

    ,                                                     
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 The current global landscape presents both opportunities and challenges for India‟s 
strategic autonomy. 

                                                ए      औ                            

    

 The unipolar moment of American dominance has given way to a fragmented world 
order, where China‟s assertiveness, Russia‟s revisionism and the West‟s internal 
divisions, accentuated by Washington‟s unpredictability, create a fluid and 
unpredictable environment. 

                                ग                         ,                         

    ,                द, औ                       ,                                

ग  , ए      औ                            

 For India, this means recalibrating its relationships with major powers while safeguarding 
its core interests — territorial integrity, economic growth, technological advancement, 
and regional stability. 

           ए,                                                                          

  ग ,                     —             ,            ,            , औ              

—               ग   

 India‟s relationship with the United States has deepened dramatically over the past two 
decades. 

                                                                           

 From defence cooperation and intelligence sharing to joint military exercises and 
technology transfers, the strategic partnership has matured. 

           औ             द                           औ                   ,    

            द           ई     

 The Quad grouping (Australia, Japan, India, the U.S.), Indo-Pacific dialogues, the 
incipient I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE, U.S.), and India-Middle East-Europe Economic 
Corridor (IMEC), and shared concerns over China‟s rise have further cemented ties. 

          (        ,      ,     ,        ),     -            द,         I2U2 (    , 

      ,     ,        ), औ      -       -                    (IMEC), औ          द     

              ए             औ                 

 Yet, the relationship is not without friction. The Trump administration‟s erratic trade 
policies, followed by stinging tariffs and sanctions in his second term, have strained 
economic ties. 

       ,                                                                  ,               

    औ                                             

 Washington‟s pressure on India to reduce its energy and defence dealings with Russia, 
and to align more closely with western positions, has tested New Delhi‟s resolve. 

             द                                      औ        द            , औ  

                                        ,        द                        

 India‟s response has been measured. It continues to engage with the U.S., maintains 
independent positions on global conflicts, and insists on the primacy of national interest 
over ideological alignment. 

                                                       द             ,                     

      ए        , औ                                                         

 This is strategic autonomy in action, not anti-Americanism, but a refusal to be subsumed 
by American priorities. 

                                ,     -               ,                     ओ     

                         

Ties with Beijing and Moscow 

        औ                    

 China presents a more complex challenge. The border clashes with India of 2020 
shattered illusions of benign coexistence, and tensions remain high despite diplomatic 
overtures. 
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                                                   2020                      द      

                              , औ                                                     

 Yet, China is also one of India‟s largest trading partners, a key player in regional 
institutions, and a competitor whose actions shape the strategic environment. 

       ,                                  द                ,                          

         , औ  ए       द                                        द        

 India‟s approach is one of cautious engagement and firm deterrence. It strengthens 
border infrastructure, deepens ties with Indo-Pacific partners, and invests in 
indigenous defence capabilities. 

                           द औ                                                   , 

    -            द                                   , औ  द            ओ                    

 At the same time, it participates in multilateral forums such as BRICS and the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation, where China plays a leading role — a difficult but necessary 
balancing act. 

       ,                      ग              BRICS औ                   ,               

                 — ए                               

 Strategic autonomy here means resisting both confrontation and capitulation. It means 
asserting sovereignty and refusing to be another country‟s counterweight to a rising 
China, while controlling Chinese access to the Indian economy, and simultaneously 
keeping channels of communication open. 

                                     औ        द                                 

                     औ                             द                           

    ,                                                   , औ                       

      

 It means recognising that rivalry does not preclude diplomacy, and that decoupling is not 
always desirable or feasible. 

                                                  , औ                          

                  

 India‟s relationship with Russia is rooted in Cold War solidarity, defence cooperation, and 
shared strategic interests. 

                                           ,          , औ                        

          

 Despite Moscow‟s growing closeness to Beijing and Russia‟s global isolation following the 
Ukraine conflict, India has maintained its ties — buying oil, importing weapons, and 
engaging diplomatically. 

              ग                    औ                                               

      ,                       ए     —        द  ,                 , औ                 

           

 This has drawn criticism from western capitals, but India has stood firm. Its relationship 
with Russia is historical, multidimensional, and not subject to external veto. 

                                  ई   ,                        ई                       

        ,           , औ                              

 It continues to diversify its military imports, invest in indigenous production, and 
explore new partnerships, but without abandoning old ones. 

                                  , द       द                  , औ         द         

         ,                           ग        

 Strategic autonomy here is about refusing to choose sides in a binary contest, and 
crafting a foreign policy that reflects India‟s unique geography, history, and aspirations. 

                                                                        , औ  ए    द   

                                      ,        औ        ओ                

 During India‟s G-20 presidency in 2023, Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared that India 
was now the voice of the Global South — unbowed, plural, and potent. 

         G-20       2023   ,                 द                                      

        —     ,     औ            
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 Its democracy was not just a system but a “bouquet of hope”, nourished by the strength of 
its multilingual, multicultural fabric. 

                  ए               ,     “          द  ”   ,                 , 

                                        ग       

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar argues that partnerships must be shaped by 
interest, not sentiment or inherited bias. 

            S.                         द                                   ,                 

                           

 This is diplomacy with a spine — assertive, pragmatic, and unapologetically Indian, 
seeking to be “non-West” without being “anti-West”. 

                    —   ,         , औ                 ,    “   -     ”               

     “    -    ”      

 This stance resonates across the Global South, where many rising and middle powers 
concerned with peace and stability are choosing to safeguard their geopolitical and 
economic interests rather than be swept into the vortex of great-power rivalries. 

                                       ,       ई       औ           ,          औ  

                      ,        -         औ                                                

                 ओ                       

 They seek agency, not alignment; voice, not vassalage. 

                      ,            ;              , द           

 What emerges is a vision of India as a sovereign pole in a rebalancing world — a nation 
that neither aligns blindly nor isolates itself. 

                        ए                             ए          द           — ए            

                                  द                 

 India‟s rise is civilisational, plural, and deeply political. While India‟s pursuit of strategic 
autonomy is principled, it faces headwinds among major powers. 

                     ,     औ                                                    

                   ,                                                                

 The global economy is increasingly interdependent, and technological ecosystems are 
dominated by a few players. 

                                             , औ                               

                           

 Defence modernisation requires partnerships and climate diplomacy demands 
coordination. 

                     ए     द            औ                      ए               

 In such a world, autonomy must be redefined — not as isolation, but as resilience and 
adaptability. 

           ,                                       ए —                    ,             

औ                         

 Domestic factors also play a role. Political polarisation, economic vulnerabilities, and 
institutional constraints can limit autonomous decision-making. 

                                                 ,                , औ                

                                     

 Strategic autonomy requires not just diplomatic skill, but economic strength, 
technological capability, and political coherence. 

                                                     ,            , औ  

                      ग       

 We cannot be truly autonomous from a position of weakness. 

                                             

 In a world of cyber threats, Artificial Intelligence warfare, and space competition, 
autonomy must extend beyond traditional domains. 

            ,                  , औ                             ,                          

    ग          ग   

 It must encompass data sovereignty, digital infrastructure, and supply chain security. 

                 ,                , औ                                 ग   
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 India‟s recent efforts to build indigenous platforms, secure critical minerals, and assert its 
voice in global tech governance are steps in this direction. 

                     द                     ,                        , औ               

                      द                         

More than a slogan 

                

 Strategic autonomy is not just a slogan. It is a strategy. It is the art of navigating a 
turbulent world without losing one‟s bearings. 

                                         ए                                      द   

                            

 As the global order shifts, India must continue steadily to walk the tightrope — engaging 
with the U.S. without becoming a vassal, deterring China without provoking war, and 
partnering with Russia without inheriting its isolation. 

                     द      ,          ग                                      ए — 

  .  .                   द      ,                            , औ                द    

                               

 It must invest in capabilities, cultivate partnerships, and assert its interests with clarity 
and confidence. 

         ओ               ,     द                     , औ                     औ  

                              ए  

 In doing so, India does not reject the world — it reclaims its agency within it. 

           ए,                              —                औ                    

             

 Strategic autonomy is not about standing alone; it is about standing straight, and 
standing tall. 

                                              ;                   औ                 
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Chinese companies bear the brunt of jihadist strikes 
targeting Mali‟s junta 

                                      द                     

                             

 In June, JNIM warned its fighters would attack foreign companies in Mali, run by the Army 
since back-to-back coups in 2020 and 2021, and firms doing state projects without 
„authorisation‟; Chinese private investment in Mali came to $1.6 billion between 2009 and 
2024, according to AEI data 

       , JNIM                                       द                        ग ,                

2020 औ  2021     ग                                  , औ       '      '        

        ओ      ग                   ए ग ; AEI                2009    2024                     

           $1.6           
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 Jihadists allied to al-Qaeda have launched a blitz of raids on Malian industrial sites run by 
foreign firms, especially Chinese, as a tactic to undermine the ruling junta 

   -   द                         द                     ए             औ                       

                ,                             ,                                      

 While present across wider West Africa, the powerful Group for the Support of Islam and 
Muslims (JNIM) represents the greatest threat to the arid Sahel region today, the United 
Nations says 

                                        ,              औ                          (JNIM) 

                       ए                 ,                      

 In June, the JNIM warned that its well-armed fighters would target all foreign companies at 
work in Mali, run by the Army since back-to-back coups in 2020 and 2021, as well as any 
business doing public works for the state without “its authorisation” 

       , JNIM                                                             द             औ  

                           ए ग              ए                            “      ”   ,      

     2020 औ  2021     ग                              

 A recent UN report found the group‟s “core ambition remains the creation of an emirate that 
could challenge the legitimacy of military regimes, force them to cede authority and 
implement sharia law, or the Islamic legal code 

                                  ग              "              ए                            

                              ,                               औ             ,            

             ग      

 To that end, the JNIM‟s raids in the west could allow it “to establish a racketeering network 
that extorts foreign companies and undermines the legitimacy of the Malian government”, 
while kidnapping foreigners “to ransom them back to their governments”, the American 
Enterprise Institute (AEI) said 

        ए,         JNIM             "                  "                                    

  द                 ग            औ                                      ,             

  ग                                                   ए, American Enterprise Institute (AEI) 

       

 From the end of July, the JNIM has made good on its threats, attacking seven foreign-run 
industrial sites in one of Africa‟s top producers of gold and lithium, according to the AEI 

                , JNIM                             ,                     औ            

                 द                द            औ                      

 Six of those were run by Chinese firms, most of them in the gold-rich Kayes region to the 
west, with the jihadists abducting at least 11 Chinese citizens in the raids, AEI analyst Liam 
Karr said 

                                  ए          ,                    -     Kayes       ,       

                      11                            , AEI                         

 “From what we can tell, China is bearing the brunt,” Mr. Karr said 

 "                      ,                                          ,"               

 In the wake of the attacks, China‟s Foreign Affairs ministry said it had urged the junta “to 
spare no effort in searching for and rescuing the kidnapped individuals” 

             ,          द                                             "        ए गए 

              औ            ई              ए" 

 It said it had “further taken practical and effective measures to ensure the safety of local 
Chinese citizen institutions and projects” 

                                                औ          ओ                             ए 

"         औ            "   ए    

Economic hub 

           

 Besides Chinese, the JNIM also kidnapped three Indians at a cement works in the west in 
early July 
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                       , JNIM        ई                     ए                                 

                 

 “The group has no grievances against the Chinese, but it stems from the group‟s desire to 
deal a blow to the Malian economy instead,” said Bakary Sambe, director of the Dakar-
based Timbuktu Institute think tank 

 "**                                 ई               ,                                      

                    ई   ए,"     Bakary Sambe, Dakar     Timbuktu Institute think 

tank           

 “Kayes holds strategic value for JNIM as a key economic hub. The region accounts for 
roughly 80% of Mali‟s gold production and serves as a trade corridor to Senegal”, the 
country‟s top supplier, according to the Soufan Center consultancy 

 "Kayes                   JNIM      ए ए                                   ग ग 80% 

                   द                   औ              ए         ग                       ", 

Soufan Center consultancy           

 As a result, the JNIM‟s western campaign “threatens to undermine business ties” with 
China, “one of Mali‟s largest economic partners”, the AEI warned 

          , JNIM                 "                                                " 

       ,                               द           ए    , AEI               

 Chinese private investment in Mali came to approximately $1.6 billion between the years 
2009 and 2024, while the Chinese government has poured in $1.8 billion across 137 
projects since 2000, AEI figures show 

 AEI                 , 2009    2024                                 ग ग $1.6          , 

                   2000    137         ओ     $1.8                         

 Mali‟s reliance on Beijing has only grown since the coups that brought the military to power 

                              गई   ,                                    

 After turning its back on former colonial ruler France and the West more broadly, the junta 
has sought closer ties with China, as well as Russia and Turkiye 

      औ                   औ                                      ,             ,        

   औ                                           

 Russian mercenaries from the Wagner paramilitary group and its successor, Africa 
Corps, Chinese armoured cars and Turkish drones have helped the Malian Army in its 
more than a decade-long fight against the jihadist insurgency 

 Wagner                  औ                  Africa Corps                     ,      

     द      औ                                द                                         

       

 For Mr. Karr, Russian willingness “to be a disruptor to strengthen its influence” stands 
“at odds with China, because China wants stability for its business interests” 

             ए,           "                                           "            "    

                 ,                                 ए               " 

 Despite the outside help, the Malian junta has struggled to contain the JNIM and its rival, the 
Islamic State-Sahel Province group 

                    ,               JNIM औ              ,           -                

                        ई  ई    

Deadly attacks 

           

 Deadly attacks across the Kayes region piled up in August, while the JNIM hit businesses in 
the Malian centre “for the first time”, Mr. Karr said, with Chinese sugar refineries near the 
town of Segou among the targets 

        Kayes                     गए,      JNIM                              "        " 

         ,              ,       Segou                                       

 Several days later, an assault on a British-run lithium mine in Bougouni in the south left a 
security guard dead 
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              , द       Bougouni    ए  
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Key Meitei group rejects govt.‟s 
SoO pact with Kuki-Zo 

                            Kuki-Zo 

       SoO                      

 The Coordinating Committee on Manipur Integrity 
(COCOMI), one of the largest Meitei civil society groups in 
Manipur, has rejected the signing of Suspension of 
Operations (SoO) pact with the Kuki-Zo insurgent groups 

                                                   

  ,                          (COCOMI)    Kuki-Zo 

                                   (SoO)                 

                          

 It said that the decision taken by the Centre “reflects 
an undemocratic and hegemonic imposition upon the 
indigenous people and its elected representatives of 
Manipur” 

                             ग                      

 द          औ                                         औ  

 ег                           

 The MHA and the Manipur government signed the 
pact with the Kuki-Zo groups on Thursday with “re-
negotiated terms and conditions or ground rules” 

            (MHA) औ                  ग         

Kuki-Zo               “                      औ        ”    

                

 It comes ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s 
expected visit to Manipur on September 13 

                    द                       द    

       ,    13                        

 
 

 This is his first visit to Manipur since ethnic violence 
between the Kuki-Zo and Meitei people erupted on May 3, 
2023 

                                      Kuki-Zo औ  

                               3   , 2023            

 The Kuki-Zo Council (KZC), a conglomerate of civil 
society organisations, agreed to open the National 
Highway-2 (Imphal-Dimapur) passing through Kangpokpi 
district “for the free movement of commuters and essential 
goods,” the MHA said 

 Kuki-Zo         (KZC),                          

          ,    Kangpokpi         ग                         -2 

(     -       )    “     औ          ओ         

             ए      ”            , MHA        

 The COCOMI, which has been in talks with the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to find a roadmap for 
peace in Manipur, said the extension of the SoO agreement 

despite “the series of terrorist and criminal acts” 

committed by these groups was a decision that ran 
completely against the interests of the indigenous people of 
Manipur 
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 COCOMI,                         ए            (MHA)                        ,              

              ए गए "      द  औ                         "           SoO                 

ए                                         द                               

 The COCOMI said the popularly-elected government of Manipur had, through a Cabinet 
decision on March 10, 2023, unanimously resolved to abrogate the SoO pact 

 COCOMI                                                , 10     , 2023                     

       , SoO                                           

 “Under the current President‟s Rule, the administration is being run by an authority 
appointed from New Delhi, which lacks the legitimacy to represent the people of Manipur. 
The decision to extend the SoO under such circumstances is illegitimate,” COCOMI said in a 
statement on Friday 

 “                                     द                                        ,       

            ग                                                        SoO                    

  ,” COCOMI              ए              

 It said that by extending legitimacy and recognition to the armed groups under the deceptive 
pact of the SoO, the Government of India had raised serious doubts about its role and 
responsibility in dealing with narco-terrorism in the region 

               SoO                                                  औ            ,      

                     -      द                          औ              ग              ए    

 “GoI has wilfully disregarded the unanimous resolution of the Manipur Legislative Assembly 
taken on February 29, 2024 to revoke (abrogate) the SoO 

 “                                             29      , 2024         ग   SoO       

                                      

 Instead, the President‟s Rule administration in Manipur has been made a party to the 
tripartite talks without any mandate from the people 

          ,                                   ग                                            

  ग           ग      

 This act represents a complete compromise of the basic principles of democracy, it said 

                                                                  ,            

 It added that the Constitution of India guarantees free movement to every citizen across 
the country as a fundamental right 

                                                  ग                                    

             

 However, by turning this into a bargaining chip with armed groups, the Government of India 
had undermined its own constitutional obligations 

        ,                                   औ            ,                           

              द                        
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New technology, innovation conclave to „replace‟ 
Science Congress to be held in Nov. 

             औ               '            '        

                           

 Signalling a break from the past, the Department of Science and Technology (DST) is set 
to organise the first-ever Emerging Science, Technology and Innovation Conclave 
(ESTIC) in November 

           ग             ए,       औ                 (DST)          Emerging Science, 

Technology and Innovation Conclave (ESTIC)                                

 The ESTIC may „replace‟ the Indian Science Congress, the oldest congregation of scientists 
in India, with a rich history predating Independence 

 ESTIC                                ग            ,                                         

  ,                                        

 Over the years, it has gone into oblivion, with the last being held in 2023 

       ,            गई   , औ               2023                ग      

 “You could see it as a replacement of the Indian Science Congress,” a senior official told 
The Hindu 

"                                                       ," ए                  The Hindu 

       

 Abhay Karandikar, Secretary, DST, did not respond to a request for clarification on whether 
the ESTIC will indeed replace the Science Congress 

           ,     , DST,                                                  ESTIC         

                 ग    ग  

 Since 2015, the government has nurtured the India International Science Festival (IISF) 
that is organised by the science-related departments 

 2015   ,          India International Science Festival (IISF)                  ,               

            ग                            

 It has among its organisers Vijnana Bharti — a science popularisation outfit affiliated with the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 

                                      — ए                   ग                            

          

 “The IISF is more of a festival, a „mela‟ (fair), and meant to popularise science among 
students and young people. It is not a forum where scientists and technologists can discuss 
bigger themes of science, technology and innovation,” said the official 

               , "IISF        ए       , „    ‟   , औ        औ      ओ                         

           ए                                    औ       ग           ,      ग   औ                

                     " 

 This year, the IISF is expected to be held at the Panjab University, Chandigarh 

       , IISF                   ,                                  

 The IISF does not usually see participation by international Nobel Laureates, nor does Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi visit it in person 

 IISF                                           ओ       ग               , औ                 

  द          ग                       

 However, he has made virtual appearances or sent video messages for the IISF 

        ,        IISF      ए                                                  

 The ESTIC website says that Mr. Modi is expected to be present at its inaugural session 

 ESTIC                  ,      द                                           

 Traditionally, the Indian Science Congress, organised by the Indian Science Congress 
Association, Kolkata, and funded by the DST and held in the first week of January, has 
always had the Prime Minister at the inaugural 
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               ,                    ,      Indian Science Congress Association,         

                        , औ  DST                 ,                                       

  ,                                             

 However, the last time Prime Minister Modi appeared in person was at the 107th Science 
Congress at Lovely Professional University, Ludhiana, in 2020 

        ,                       द     ग        107                    Lovely Professional 

University,         ,    2020           ए    

 The following two years, the event was not held, citing the pandemic 

       ग            ,                            ग  ,                        ए 

 In 2023, Mr. Modi made an appearance, but only online, at the 108th edition 

 2023   ,      द     108                           ग      

 In 2024 and this year, the Science Congress was not held due to a spat between the DST 
and the ISCA‟s executive body over the organisation of the event 

 2024 औ        , DST औ  ISCA                                                      

                          ई 

 The DST has said that it would no longer fund the ISCA 

 DST                 ISCA                     ग  

 The inaugural ESTIC will be held at the Bharat Mandapam here from November 3-4 

         ESTIC      Bharat Mandapam    3-4                        एग  

 All the science-related Ministries, ranging from atomic energy to space and information 
technology, will be involved in it 

               -              ,                 ,        औ                ,          ग  

 According to the ESTIC website, there will be 11 thematic technical sessions and 75 
exhibition stalls by „deep tech‟ start-ups at the event 

 ESTIC                  ,              11                   औ  „       ‟     -        

75  द            ग  

 Nobel Laureate Andre Geim (2010, Physics) is expected to make an appearance 

                              (2010,       )                       

 Jean-Yves Le Gall, former president of the French Space Agency, and Professor Masaru 
Tomita, Keio University, Japan, are among the foreign dignitaries expected 

 Jean-Yves Le Gall,                       , औ                     ,    ओ           , 

     ,               ग                  

 In a meeting earlier, Science Minister Jitendra Singh said the ESTIC would “showcase 
cutting-edge research, deep-tech breakthroughs, and thought-provoking discussions, 
igniting a new era of scientific leadership towards Viksit Bharat 2047” 

       ई ए         ,                                 ESTIC “                 ,    -    

   , औ                 ओ               ग ,                2047    ओ                   

 ए   ग             ग ” 
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India plans to strengthen nuclear deterrence, drone 
warfare capabilities 

                    औ               ओ                   

                 

 India has set out an ambitious plan to reinforce its nuclear deterrence and expand drone 
warfare capabilities under the Technology Perspective and Capability Roadmap (TPCR-
2025), a 15-year blueprint for military preparedness 

                                          औ               ओ                     ए 

Technology Perspective and Capability Roadmap (TPCR-2025)        ए            

         ई   ,    15                                 ए 

 The document highlights measures to sustain credible nuclear deterrence through 
survivability systems and advanced delivery platforms 
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                                       ए           ए                  औ              

                                ग       ग      

 While it avoids reference to specific warhead technologies, it outlines future acquisitions 
such as nuclear command-and-control infrastructure, radiation detection tools, and 
mobile decontamination units 

                                                  ,                                     -

   -               ,                   , औ           -                               

        

 Unmanned ground vehicles for chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) 
reconnaissance are also on the agenda, aimed at strengthening protection against potential 
nuclear or chemical fallout 

         ,      ,              औ         (CBRN)           ए                     

ए          ,                                                                         

 On the aerial front, the Army has projected requirements for stealth remotely piloted 
aircraft with ranges of up to 1,500 km and altitudes of 60,000 feet 

                   ,                                             ओ             ग    

  ,           1,500         औ      ई 60,000           

 These drones would carry electronic warfare payloads; nuclear, biological, and chemical 
detection equipment, and even guide artillery fire 

                            ,       ,       औ                            ए ग , औ       

                         ग           ग  

Loitering munition 

                 

 The roadmap also places emphasis on loitering munitions, designed to carry out precision 
strikes with artificial intelligence-enabled targeting and reusable warhead systems 

                                          ग     ,                                 ए       

       -               औ     :                                          ग      

 In addition, integrated surveillance and targeting drones are expected to boost the 
battlefield capabilities of mechanised forces 

            ,                औ                                                     

           

 India is also preparing for the emerging threat of hostile drone swarms 

                                             ए                     

 The TPCR-2025 envisages adaptive jamming systems and electronic denial bubbles with 
a 15 km radius to neutralise such attacks, underscoring the rising importance of electronic 
warfare in modern combat 

 TPCR-2025                                ए                     औ                   

       15                            ,                                               

                 

 Officials said the initiatives were closely aligned with the government‟s self-reliance push in 
defence production by reducing dependence on foreign imports 

                                               द                                       

           ,                                         

 With the roadmap, India has signalled a strategic shift towards integrated deterrence — 
combining nuclear resilience, electronic warfare, and unmanned strike platforms — to 
strengthen national security in the coming decades 

              ,                          ओ                                 —              

       ,              , औ                               —                        
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A New Leaf 

             

 Environmental compliance needs to be monitored at 
all levels. 

                       ग                             ए  

Environment Audit Rules, 2025 

                  , 2025 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change has brought into effect a set of rules called the 
Environment Audit Rules, 2025, that allows the vital activity of 
environmental monitoring and auditing to go beyond the remit 
of State Pollution Control Boards. 

        ,    औ                                        

    , 2025   ग    ए   ,                    औ             

        ग               द                                        

                

 The rules will largely scrutinise whether industrial units 
are compliant with environmental regulation. 

                           ग        औ                        

                          

 The overall framework for monitoring and compliance 
within the existing environmental framework is presently 
supported by the Central Pollution Control Board, the 
Regional Offices of the Environment Ministry, and the State 
Pollution Control Boards/Pollution Control Committees. 

                                 ग     औ                        

                 द               ,                         

         , औ       द               / द                    

                

 They have, however, been facing significant constraints 
in terms of manpower, resources, capacity and infrastructure. 

        ,                ,       ,      औ                  

   ग                                    

 “These limitations have hampered their ability to 
comprehensively monitor and enforce environmental compliance 
across the vast number of projects and industries operating 
nationwide,” said a press statement by the Environment 
Ministry. 

                   ए                 ग  , “       ओ              

                                   ओ  औ     ग              

                        ग     औ    ग                       

        ” 

 This scheme aims to bridge the manpower and 
infrastructure deficits faced by regulatory authorities, thereby 
strengthening the effective implementation of environmental 
compliance mechanisms. 

                                        ए गए             

औ                                        ,               

                                                    

 Under the new rules, private agencies can get 
themselves accredited as auditors. 
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  ए              ,                                                              

 Much like chartered accountants, environment auditors can get themselves licensed and 
be authorised to evaluate the compliance of projects with environmental laws and their 
adherence with best practices in the prevention, control and abatement of pollution. 

                         ,                                               औ          ओ  

                              औ   द             ,        औ                  ओ     

                          ए                    

 Environmental regulation has, in recent years, transcended policing and bookkeeping. 

              ,                               औ                 ओ                     

 Given that human-caused climate change is seen as a problem that nations must 
collectively fix, new dimensions to environmental regulations have emerged. 

           -                       ए                                                       

         ए,                      ए               

 Thus, audits undertaken by these agencies can also be used for compliance with „Green 
Credit Rules‟, under which individuals and organisations can gain tradeable credits for 
afforestation, sustainable water management and waste management among other 
activities. 

        ,    ए               ए गए             ग „                ‟                 ए    

               ,                  औ                   ,              औ       

           ग               ए                                 

 Beyond industrial units, nearly every company in India will have to account for its direct 
and indirect carbon emissions. 

 औ                      ,          ग ग                      औ                   

                ग   

 This will entail fairly complex accounting practices, which are beyond what Pollution 
Control Board officials can handle. 

        ए                      ओ              ग ,     द                              

                   

 However, preparing for the future should not be at the expense of compromising core 
responsibilities. 

        ,                        द                                       ए  

 It is usually at the district, block and panchayat levels that the most flagrant 
environmental travesties abound, which escape notice usually because of the lack of 
trained staff. 

              ,     औ                                                     ,    

                                                             

 The new regime must seek to empower them too. 

  ए                                           ए  
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