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Septuagénarian Army veteran from
Bengaluru completes Arctic expedition

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A 76-year-old former In-
dian Army officer from
Bengaluru recently com-
pleted an expedition to the
North Pole and the Arctic.
Lt. Col. (Retd) O.P.N. Ka-
lyan, who had served in
the Army Service Corps,
undertook the expedition
between August 22 and
September 1, during which
he also undertook a polar
plunge in the Arctic Ocean.
“I always had an ambi-
tion to visit Antarctica and
the Arctic during my ser-
vice. After my retirement, I
had the privilege to go on
an expedition to Antarctica
in 2024 which was a won-
derful experience,” he
said. “Now I got an oppor-
tunity to go to the North
Pole and Arctic Islands at
the age of 76, and my ambi-
tion has been finally ful-

Mission accomplished: Lt. Col. (Retd) O.P.N. Kalyan undertakes a
polar plunge in the Arctic Ocean. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

filled,” added the retired
Army officer.

Extreme weather

He commenced the expe-
dition from Longyearbyen
in Norway on the ship, Po-
lar Quest, along with a
group of 48 people. To visit
the various islands during
the expedition, the team

had to use Zodiac boats.
“We were ferried on Zo-
diac boats and visited
Smeerenburg and Virgo-
hamna Islands. We spent
about two hours on each of
these islands. The weather
was extremely cold, windy,
and the temperature was
two degrees Celsius. We al-
so visited the Nordre Rus-

soya islands where we saw
a few glaciers, birds, and
the arctic Foxes,” he said,
adding that during his 10-
day cruise, the sun did not
set. “We had completely
sunny days throughout the
day,” he said.

He said that on August
30, the expedition ship
stopped about two kilo-
metres from the glacier Is-
land called Burgerbukta
where he took the polar
plunge. “The ocean tem-
perature was minus two
degrees Celsius and out-
side the temperature was
three degrees Celsius. Last
year, I carried out the polar
plunge in the Southern Sea
in Antarctica, and now I
did once more in the Arctic
Ocean,” he added.

After retirement from
his service, Lt. Col. (Retd)
Kalyan served as the cura-
tor of the ASC Museum in
Bengaluru for 15 years.

Septuagenarian Army veteran from Bengaluru
completes Arctic expedition

AT & TR a1 & Y4 |iP A bied
SFIRT QR foan

e A 76-year-old former Indian Army officer from Bengaluru recently completed an
expedition to the North Pole and the Arctic

. FTEE 3 76 TG WRETT T F qd SRBRY Y g € I yF IR arbRw #

BIEIRRIED]

e Lt. Col. (Retd) O.P.N. Kalyan, who had served in the Army Service Corps,
undertook the expedition between August 22 and September 1, during which he
also undertook a polar plunge in the Arctic Ocean
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‘| always had an ambition to visit Antarctica and the Arctic during my service. After
my retirement, | had the privilege to go on an expedition to Antarctica in 2024 which
was a wonderful experience,” he said

3514 FgT, "B BURM YT & SR SfeThiedT iR Srhfed S &t Agardsian |
Ja1 FAgiT & 91e, g 2024 | SfeThieehT ST &1 AT T, S Th Sigyd 3gHd oT"
“Now | got an opportunity to go to the North Pole and Arctic Islands at the age of
76, and my ambition has been finally fulfilled,” added the retired Army officer

SER FET, 39 g2 76 I8 B Y T Sl Y 3R TSI LG T BT TR e,
3R B} AT & SMRRBR g8 & T8

Extreme weather

He commenced the expedition from Longyearbyen in Norway on the ship, Polar
Quest, along with a group of 48 people

IBi SR Bt YB3 AATd &b TSI I Polar Quest SETST TR 48 AN o Wg
& 1Y Bl

To visit the various islands during the expedition, the team had to use Zodiac boats
I & SR fafts ot R o1 & fore &m o) Sifeare Ara) &1 Iuhi &1 usT
“We were ferried on Zodiac boats and visited Smeerenburg and Virgohamna
Islands. We spent about two hours on each of these islands. The weather was
extremely cold, windy, and the temperature was two degrees Celsius. We also
visited the Nordre Russoya islands where we saw a few glaciers, birds, and the
arctic foxes,” he said

311 Pel, "gH efeure Aral § o S T iR gEA Smeerenburg 3R
Virgohamna g1l &1 SR {1l 89 Ud® ¢1U IR AT &l ¢ X | A Safdid 331
3R gar arar U1, 3R argA &f fElt IfRTa™T o1l 894 Nordre Russoyaﬁ'ﬁﬁlﬁ
GRT fan, oTgi g $3 WRRER, el 3R Sbfe® dvgt ol

Adding that during his 10-day cruise, the sun did not set. “We had completely sunny
days throughout the day,” he said

38 el fob 3% 10-fe9 & ol & SR IR et gaT | "R a7 &9 O ke ou R
He said that on August 30, the expedition ship stopped about two kilometres from
the glacier Island called Burgerbukta where he took the polar plunge
I514 FeT i 30 SR &, NI S8 Burgerbukta ATHS TARMAR €1 I T4
3 fpaitier X 31, 98l S+ NeR Wi foha

“The ocean temperature was minus two degrees Celsius and outside the
temperature was three degrees Celsius. Last year, | carried out the polar plunge in
the Southern Sea in Antarctica, and now | did once more in the Arctic Ocean,” he
added

I Fel, "HEITR o1 argH A9 &) &t AfReas U1 3ik s1eR &1 qroam= 9
St ARy o711 fOsa a1, 77 sieTdhiedT & afdoft ws # tdier st faran a1, 3R

&Wﬁﬁsﬁﬁwﬁmmﬁm

After retirement from his service, Lt. Col. (Retd) Kalyan served as the curator of
the ASC Museum in Bengaluru for 15 years

3Ot a1 W WA & 916, Aftede H-id (AaTg) Hedmor = aTge d ASC
R & R¥eX & &0 § 15 qUf ddb a1 ol

Page3

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




© 3 GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Patriotic VS UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488
WASHINGTON Trump rebrands Department
Trump rebrands Department of & Defence as ‘Department of
Defence as ‘Department of War” U TaT R &7 T

TGABY ‘Yo fAUTT T@1

e U.S. President Donald
Trump is changing the name of
the Department of Defence to
the Department of War, the
White House said

. AR F wyufa
SHTES ¢U & faumT &1 4w
T g FAUTT R 38 8, T
T3¢ BI3H 7 gl

e Insisting the rebrand will
project a more powerful image

| LT L SRR ER 3R FE 5 TR

U.S. President Donald Trump is changing the name of the TH Saeq ¥ T 3iiedb Qfcraeimet

Department of Defence to the Department of War, the White House ofa o aTﬁ - )

said, insisting the rebrand will project a more powerful image. While « While the official name is
: : ; . 3 : set in law, Trump in an

the oﬁi'a'al name is setin law, Trump in an executlye order is executive order is authorizing

authorizing use of the new label as a “secondary title”. AFP use of the new label as a

“secondary title”

o Sldfd HMYBING AH
S § uiftd 8, ¢0 Ueh SrieRT Smexr & 9T A &1 SUaiT “Ygi® e & =0 &

P BT HABR S T2 &
HELSINKI
Finland to sign a deal on two-state ~ Finland to sign a deal on two-state
solution for Israel, Palestinians solution for Israel,

Palestinians fbadS QURIgd 3R
fpferdifaal & fore at-sg v
TR YHSNA TR §XATER B

e Finland said it would sign a French-Saudi
declaration on a two-state solution between Israelis
and the Palestinians but stopped short of announcing
a date for recognising Palestinian statehood

REUTERS . fPads 3 el f a8 wifiwh-ad gy w
Finland said it would sign a French-Saudi declaration on atwo-state G X &IX Gii’l I, \_Tﬁ W Gﬁ? fﬁﬂ%ﬂ?—ﬂﬁ'ﬂ’f % aﬂ%r a'-
solution between Israelis and the Palestinians but stopped short of ST THTYTH @- w—ma- %- W m:ﬂ- I aﬂ-
announcing a date for recognising Palestinian statehood. “Itis the !
most significant international effort in years to create the conditions HIdT a'ﬁ E”il@ a'ﬁ W m a CEll
for a two-state solution,” Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen said. AP e “Itis the most Signiﬁcant international effort in
years to create the conditions for a two-state
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solution,” Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen said

"o g N B qad

fafor a8, fae=r |=i welien aree 194 3 Fal

SRRV T § Sl G1-I17 HATYT & forg uRfRufedi &1

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, And International
Relations

1. U.S. has ‘lost’ India to ‘darkest’ China: Trump

.U, 7 “URT B Fad ey 99 & 1Yl @1 faar: ¢u

2. India’s Strategic Autonomy in a Multipolar World

U dgYda fay & URa &1 Iorifae waraaar

targeting Mali’s junta

HICH B IXPR B Al P arel forgrieal » gaal &
A Huf-al B o e JHa

3. Chinese companies bear the brunt of jihadist strikes

U.S. has ‘lost’ India to ‘darkest’ China: Trump

MEA did not offer a response to remarks made

reia.rdin% the PM’s Eresence at the SCO summit

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ontinuing his criti-
C cal remarks about
India, U.S. Presi-

dent Donald Trump on Fri-
day said that the United
States has “lost” India to
China, in a reference to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s presence at the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit in
Tianjin earlier this week.
The Ministry of External
Affairs did not offer any of-
ficial response to Mr.
Trump’s remarks. Howev-
er, MEA officials speaking
on the condition of ano-
nymity said that India’s un-
derstanding is that the U.S.
tarift attack on India was
due to a “miscalculation”
of India’s traditional posi-
tion in world affairs.
“Looks like we’ve lost
India and Russia to deep-
est, darkest, China. May

they have a long and
prosperous future togeth-
er,” the U.S. President
wrote on his social media
platform Truth Social.

Mr. Trump’s remarks
were amplified later by
U.S. Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick who ap-
peared on a Bloomberg
morning programme and
asked India to “stop being
a part of BRICS”, a group-
ing of emerging nations
which also includes Brazil,
Russia, China, and South
Africa.

‘Choose side’

“They [India] either need
to decide which side they
want to be on,” Mr. Lutnick
said.

Asked for a response to
Mr. Trump's latest re-
marks, MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said he did
not have anything to say on
the matter.

Officials said that the ta-

Tariffs show a ‘miscalculation’ by the U.S. regime
about India’s role in world affairs, officials said

=3
L ¢

riffs and Mr. Trump’s nega-
tive remarks show a “mis-
calculation” on the part of
the U.S. President.

“India is the most popu-
lous democracy with one
of the largest markets in
the world. We are active in
multiple global platforms
and are partnering the U.S.
on many global challenges.
Targeting us after nearly 27
years of stable relationship
is nothing but a miscalcula-

Q Looks like
we have
lost Tndia and

Russia Lo deepest,
darkese, China. May
they have a long
and prosperous
future rogether

DONALD TRUMP
U.5. President

Jaishankar to join
BRICS summit on
USS. tariffs: MEA

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar will represent India
at a virtual summit of BRICS
nations convened by Brazil to
discuss U.S. tariffs on Monday,
the Ministry of External Affairs
said here on Friday.» PAGE 3

tion by the Trump Presi-
dency and there is a lot of
criticism internally within
the U.S. administration
that is making it evident,”
an official source said.
Officials also noted that
the photograph used on
Mr. Trump’s social media
post — featuring Mr. Modi
with Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping — was
not taken at the recent SCO

summit in Tianjin, but pre-
dates the current tensions
in India-U.S. relations.

The MEA's official si-
lence is in line with the
cautious approach that In-
dia has taken with regard
to Mr. Trump’s verbal vol-
leys, which have intensi-
fied since he imposed a
punitive 50% tariff on im-
ports from India, citing In-
dian purchases of Russian
crude.

Mr. Jaiswal, however,
responded to Mr. Trump’s
senior counselor on trade
Peter Navarro’s remarks on
“Brahmins” in India “profi-
teering” from India’s oil
trade with Russia against
the backdrop of the war in
Ukraine. “We have seen
the inaccurate and mis-
leading statements made
by Mr. Navarro, and ob-
viously reject them,” he
said.

Russia-Ukraine war

While maintaining a stu-
died silence on the U.S.
President’s remarks, India
has been working on the
dialogue front for a cease-
fire in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. The latest round
of talks took place on
Thursday, when External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar spoke with his Ukrai-
nian counterpart Andrii Sy-
biha, saying that India
seeks the “establishment

U.S. Commerce Secretary Lutnick asks India to
stop being a part of the BRICS and choose a side

of an enduring peace”.
The state of the India-
U.S. relationship has also
placed a question mark on
the prospects of the next
Quad summit that India is
expected to host later this
year. A recent New York
Times report quoted multi-
ple sources within the U.S.
administration who said
that Mr. Trump is not plan-
ning to travel to India for
the summit. Mr. Jaiswal did
not indicate whether the
U.S. President is expected
to come to India, only say-
ing, “The Leaders’ Summit
is scheduled through di-
plomatic  consultations
among the four partners
(Australia, Japan, India and
the United States).”
Another  opportunity
for high-level engagement
between India and the U.S.
may emerge during the up-
coming UN General As-
sembly session in New
York later this month.
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U.S. has ‘lost’ India to ‘darkest’ China: Trump

gud. d ‘YRS Bl JaY 3R’ Eﬁ'—r%ﬁazﬁa‘rﬁm <u

MEA did not offer a response to remarks made regarding the PM’s presence at the SCO
summit

MEA 3 9uE 3t sco awa- # SufRufa & dey 8 ot 78 fewforl w &g ufafssar &t <t
Tariffs show a ‘miscalculation’ by the U.S. regime about India’s role in world affairs,
officials said

YR = a1 o w skt &t w1 gRT URd 3t A amaal § YfireT & J&sy 5
TTAd U B g2 §

U.S. Commerce Secretary Lutnick asks India to stop being a part of the BRICS and choose
a side

g.q9. 91O 9 gefe 7 URd ¥ 81 & a8 BRICS 1 3R a1 g & 3R TH &l g
Continuing his critical remarks about India, U.S. President Donald Trump on Friday said
that the United States has “lost” India to China, in a reference to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s presence at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Tianjin
earlier this week

HRA & IR H 3T SHTeilaTees fewiord &1 SiRY 7@d U, .99, IPUfd SIS ¢U 3 LhaR
oI Bl & Tgad Ty SMRBT T URT DT & g1t W) 3o 37, 39 91d &1 YaH werw=t
g A1 B (TS JeuRT WeH (SCo) Wad § IufRATA T &, S 3T IwTe & Y3 |
foamfim g5 &t

The Ministry of External Affairs did not offer any official response to Mr. Trump’s remarks
o= wamer A St ¢u ot fewfornl R @i snfdeiives ufaferar =t §f

However, MEA officials speaking on the condition of anonymity said that India’s
understanding is that the U.S. tariff attack on India was due to a “miscalculation” of
India’s traditional position in world affairs

BTeTifee, MEA RISTIREY 3 AT I8+ BT Td W Hel fb WRd B THeT I8 b 3rffvest &1
YRd W R gaar URd 3t e amal & yrufve RAfa & 1ad sgas & SR A1
“Looks like we've lost India and Russia to the deepest, darkest, China. May they have a long
and prosperous future together,” the U.S. President wrote on his social media platform Truth
Social

"TTAT § o 07 UIRE 3R = &1 §ad 715y, SiR, H+ & g1l W fean 81 3 v A1y e iR
TG HidS UTed Y, .U, IPUfA 33U e Hf$A WieWiH Truth Social TR feran

Mr. Trump’s remarks were amplified later by U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick
who appeared on a Bloomberg morning programme and asked India to “stop being a part
of BRICS”, a grouping of emerging nations which also includes Brazil, Russia, China, and
South Africa

i U oI fewfort &1 a1g & g, 0. A1forsy 9fia gias gefasd - Sgr, St sgaet Jif=

W & o fau iR WRA § #81 f% 98 BRICS &1 fRw1 s d8 &%, T8 SR 31 &1 I8
& e smefte, T4, 919 ok gfror s oft nftver ©

‘Choose side’

geaf gﬁ-,

“They [India] either need to decide which side they want to be on,” Mr. Lutnick said
"3 [HIRA] B! 0T BT 5T b I fob el Ual R X611 1gd 8, ot gefias A e

Asked for a response to Mr. Trump’s latest remarks, MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said he did not have anything to say on the matter

ot <U F1 Fdaw fewfirl wR ufaftrar & T U 9 R, MEA WaeaT ¥R Sare A Fe1 6
I UTY 39 HHA IR e & [ $o el §

Officials said that the tariffs and Mr. Trump’s negative remarks show a “miscalculation” on
the part of the U.S. President

ISTRE! A gl fob efRw ok 4t U &t TR fewforal g,gw. Igufa &1 3k § e
STHT" B eIt &
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“‘India is the most populous democracy with one of the largest markets in the world. We are
active in multiple global platforms and are partnering with the U.S. on many global challenges.
Targeting us after nearly 27 years of stable relationship is nothing but a miscalculation by the
Trump Presidency and there is a lot of criticism internally within the U.S. administration that
is making it evident,” an official source said

YR G BT Ty 31T STEReAT aTel didhad & 3R gl & qad g9 aToiRi § 9 U& ¢ | g9
F3 dYF Wehm 8 ithd § 3R $s di¥d ANadl IR ITH. & 1Y WIRIeR] $R I8 & | THT
27 I & fRR I&Y & 1 GART 460 T ¢U YR §RT $Had Ueh TTad 3AH ¢ 3R g, T4,
T & HieR H10T el 81 8T 2, S 39 WY B I B, U ISR A gl

Officials also noted that the photograph used on Mr. Trump’s social media post — featuring
Mr. Modi with Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping — was
not taken at the recent SCO summit in Tianjin, but predates the current tensions in India-
U.S. relations

SfYHINEl 7 T ot e foran o oft <u & e Hifear uie § IuaT &1 T8 dwk — ford ot
A, Tt Agufa TR gfee ok I+ wpufa <it el e SR E —sa & A
gu%?ﬁqﬁsco@mﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂé R, gfew U8 949 YRA-g,TH. Tae & o119 9 Uga
The MEA'’s official silence is in line with the cautious approach that India has taken with
regard to Mr. Trump’s verbal volleys, which have intensified since he imposed a punitive 50%
tariff on imports from India, citing Indian purchases of Russian crude

MEA @Y SRR guit 39 Iad RS & 30 g S URd 3 4 <0 31 Aifds fewfirt &
Tt F ST B, S 99 § 9 TS & 919 I6 WRA A ST W 50% GSTeh SR I,
Tt s B YR Tiig F1 garar <o §U

Mr. Jaiswal, however, responded to Mr. Trump’s senior counselor on trade Peter Navarro’s
remarks on “Brahmins” in India “profiteering” from India’s oil trade with Russia against the
backdrop of the war in Ukraine

o} ST 7, gTaifes, UR W 4R U & IRE gagedR Wex Araft @) URa & “srervi” & IR o
fewforal R ufaferar <, St URT & =9 & AU 9d AR J Y 33138 €, Tob T DI
syl & faas

“We have seen the inaccurate and misleading statements made by Mr. Navarro, and
obviously reject them,” he said

31 Fel, "gr 4 AaRl gRI B 1S 3 3R Y fewfort ) T B, 3R Wy U A 31
WIS Hd g

Russia-Ukraine war

-ob IS

While maintaining a studied silence on the U.S. President’s remarks, India has been
working on the dialogue front for a ceasefire in the Russia-Ukraine conflict

.59, JTpufa $1 fewfdr R faaryde guit §91T 3@d §U, HRd ¥9-gb H9¥ # &fR™
& foTQ WdTg & U IR BT &R 6T ©

The latest round of talks took place on Thursday, when External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar spoke with his Ukrainian counterpart Andrii Sybiha, saying that India seeks
the “establishment of an enduring peace”

S BT AddH SR AR & g3, 59 fad=r w:ft . Sra=ies 3 3o TG 3if
TSI I I &1, I8 Ped gu [ HIRE “RITT =Mifd S RITGAT A1gar

The state of the India-U.S. relationship has also placed a question mark on the prospects of
the next Quad summit that India is expected to host later this year

YRA-g, T, e o [T 3 39 91 916 § URd gRT SIS 81 ard 3Td $1S
ftre &1 Guraaren R o uy fag o faar @

A recent New York Times report quoted multiple sources within the U.S.
administration who said that Mr. Trump is not planning to travel to India for the
summit

BT o1 § = T <13t &1 RUIC & g,TH. RN & &g Aidl dI 3gYd o T,
fSrgi- Pe1 o ot ST UIRE BT I B D1 Ao ol 9130 &
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e Mr. Jaiswal did not indicate whether the U.S. President is expected to come to India,
only saying, “The Leaders’ Summit is scheduled through diplomatic consultations
among the four partners (Australia, Japan, India and the United States)”

o 8t SIYaTe A g8 Hobd T8I 13T T @, Jrpufar HRd ST A1 781, Sad I8 ),

ey Affe IR AR (3 feran

o Rl & qrery § Ayifed 37

e Another opportunity for high-level engagement between India and the U.S. may
emerge during the upcoming UN General Assembly session in New York later this

month

o SUHEH TG | 3 a1 Sgad
S IF-TRIT G HIATAT BT Th

, SITUT, HRd 3R T ¥4 Sifiven & &

HETAHT T, | ih & SR HRd 3R 0. &

TR R THal &

India’s strategic autonomy in a multipolar world

n the lexicm, few

concepts have evolved as dynamically as

“strategic autonomy”. Once a term

confined to academic debate, it now sits at
the heart of India’s foreign policy discourse,
shaping decisions in an increasingly multipolar
and volatile world. As global power shifts
accelerate and traditional alliances fray, India
finds itself navigating a delicate path between
competing giants: the United States, China and
Russia. The pursuit of strategic autonomy is no
longer a theoretical aspiration. It is a daily
diplomatic practice, fraught with complexity and
consequence.

Strategic autonomy refers to a nation’s ability
to make sovereign decisions in foreign policy and
defence without being constrained by external
pressures or alliance obligations. It is not
synonymous with isolationism or neutrality.
Rather, it implies flexibility, independence and
the capacity to engage with multiple powers on
one’s own terms. For India, the concept has deep
historical roots, going back to colonial
subjugation and free India’s determination never
to let anybody else decide our place in the world
for us. From Nehru'’s non-alignment during the
Cold War to the Modi government’s
“multi-alignment” in the current era, successive
governments have sought to preserve India’s
freedom of action while adapting to changing
geopolitical realities. In theory, strategic
autonomy offers a middle path between rigid bloc
politics and passive disengagement. In practice, it
demands deft diplomacy, institutional resilience,
and a clear-eyed understanding of national
interest. It is a balancing act — sometimes
precarious, often imperfect, but essential for a
country such as India that aspires to global
leadership without becoming a client state.

The current global landscape presents both
opportunities and challenges for India’s strategic
autonomy. The unipolar moment of American
dominance has given way to a fragmented world
order, where China’s assertiveness, Russia’s
revisionism and the West’s internal divisions,
accentuated by Washington’s unpredictability,
create a fluid and unpredictable environment.
For India, this means recalibrating its
relationships with major powers while
safeguarding its core interests — territorial
integrity, economic growth, technological
advancement, and regional stability.

India’s relationship with the United States has
deepened dramatically over the past two
decades. From defence cooperation and
intelligence sharing to joint military exercises and
technology transfers, the strategic partnership
has matured. The Quad grouping (Australia,
Japan India, the U.S.), Indo-Pacific dialogues, the
incipient [12U2 (India, Israel, the United Arab
Emirates and the U.S.) and India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), and
shared concerns over China’s rise have further
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As the global
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and Russia

cemented ties. Yet, the relationship is not without
friction. The Trump administration’s erratic trade
policies, followed by stinging tariffs and sanctions
in his second term, have strained economic ties.
‘Washington’s pressure on India to reduce its
energy and defence dealings with Russia, and to
align more closely with western positions, has
tested New Delhi’s resolve.

India’s response has been measured. It
continues to engage with the U.S., maintains
independent positions on global conflicts, and
insists on the primacy of national interest over
ideological alignment. This is strategic autonomy
in action, not anti-Americanism, but a refusal to
be subsumed by American priorities.

Ties with Beijing and Moscow

China presents a more complex challenge. The
border clashes with India of 2020 shattered
illusions of benign coexistence, and tensions
remain high despite diplomatic overtures. Yet,
China is also one of India’s largest trading
partners, a key player in regional institutions, and
a competitor whose actions shape the strategic
environment. India’s approach is one of cautious
engagement and firm deterrence. It strengthens
border infrastructure, deepens ties with
Indo-Pacific partners, and invests in indigenous
defence capabilities. At the same time, it
participates in multilateral forums such as BRICS
and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation,
where China plays a leading role — a difficult but
necessary balancing act.

Strategic autonomy here means resisting both
confrontation and capitulation. It means
asserting sovereignty and refusing to be another
country’s counterweight to a rising China, while
controlling Chinese access to the Indian
economy, and simultaneously keeping channels
of communication open. It means recognising
that rivalry does not preclude diplomacy, and
that decoupling is not always desirable or
feasible.

India’s relationship with Russia is rooted in
Cold War solidarity, defence cooperation and
shared strategic interests. Despite Moscow’s
growing closeness to Beijing and Russia’s global
isolation following the Ukraine conflict, India has
maintained its ties — buying oil, importing
weapons, and engaging diplomatically. This has
drawn criticism from western capitals, but India
has stood firm. Its relationship with Russia is
historical, multidimensional and not subject to
external veto. It continues to diversify its military
imports, invest in indigenous preduction and
explore new partnerships, but without
abandoning old ones. Strategic autonomy here is
about refusing to choose sides in a binary contest,
and, instead, crafting a foreign policy that reflects
India’s unique geography, history and aspirations.

During India’s G-20 presidency in 2023, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi declared that India was
now the voice of the Global South — unbowed,

plural and potent. Its democracy, he said, was not
just a system but a “bouquet of hope”, nourished
by the strength of its multilingual, multicultural
fabric. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
argues that partnerships must be shaped by
interest, not sentiment or inherited bias. This is
diplomacy with a spine — assertive, pragmatic,
and unapologetically Indian, seeking to be
“non-West” without being “anti-West”. This
stance resonates across the Global South, where
many rising and middle powers concerned with
peace and stability in their own regions, are
choosing to safeguard their geopolitical and
economic interests rather than be swept into the
vortex of great-power rivalries. They seek agency,
not alignment; voice, not vassalage.

What emerges is a vision of India as a
sovereign pole in a rebalancing world — a nation
that neither aligns blindly nor isolates itself.
India’s rise, then, is civilisational, plural and
deeply political. While India’s pursuit of strategic
autonomy is principled, it faces headwinds as it
walks the tightrope among the major powers. The
global economy is increasingly interdependent,
and technological ecosystems are dominated by a
few players. Defence modernisation requires
partnerships and climate diplomacy demands
coordination. In such a world, autonomy must be
redefined — not as isolation, but as resilience and
adaptability.

Domestic factors also play a role. Political
polarisation, economic vulnerabilities and
institutional constraints can limit the
effectiveness of autonomous decision-making.
Strategic autonomy requires not just diplomatic
skill, but economic strength, technological
capability and political coherence. We cannot be
truly autonomous from a position of weakness.

Moreover, in a world of cyber threats, Artificial
Intelligence warfare and space competition,
autonomy must extend beyond traditional
domains. It must encompass data sovereignty,
digital infrastructure and supply chain security.
India’s recent efforts to build indigenous
platforms, secure critical minerals and assert its
voice in global tech governance are steps in this
direction.

More than a slogan

Strategic autonomy is not just a slogan. Itis a
strategy. It is the art of navigating a turbulent
world without losing one’s bearings. As the global
order shifts, India must continue steadily to walk
the tightrope — engaging with the U.S. without
becoming a vassal, deterring China without
provoking war, and partnering with Russia
without inheriting its isolation. It must invest in
capabilities, cultivate partnerships, and assert its
interests with clarity and confidence.

In doing so, India does not reject the world - it
reclaims its agency within it. Strategic autonomy
is not about standing alone; it is about standing
straight, and standing tall.
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India’s Strategic Autonomy in a Multipolar World

TS ggydid fay # yRa &t Jorifas waraan

Strategic Autonomy in India’s Foreign Policy
YRd ! fagzr Hifa § orfifos warmar

e Inthe lexicon of international relations, few concepts have evolved as dynamically

as “strategic autonomy”.
Tl D! sl H, TS 81 SGURUNY “IUaeh W@a=ar” & JAE Ta=id w0 9

fard g8 g

e Once aterm confined to academic debate, it now sits at the heart of India’s foreign policy
discourse, shaping decisions in an increasingly multipolar and volatile world.
TH 999 % Teq had A&ITOTw 983 % HITHT AT, 319 I8 WRd @1 fag=r ifa fawst &1 &g
TR B, S Aol ¥ agydia 3R SfRR fay & Aol &1 sreR T B

e As global power shifts accelerate and traditional alliances fray, India finds itself navigating
a delicate path between competing giants: the United States, China and Russia.
S0 A g e Ao A wae el & SR TRURD TEser HHUR 81 R 8, WRd Ge B
gﬁweﬁ%mm. AP, A 3R ¥ & diw Wag=ita anf wR Afdfe $vd gu umar

I

e The pursuit of strategic autonomy is no longer a theoretical aspiration. It is a daily
diplomatic practice, fraught with complexity and consequence.
FUHIfIE Trdr &1 NST 3@ Had YGidd ATHET el 8| T8 Uh & Pe-ifad Aard
2, S sifeaareil o afomsl & w1 3|

e Strategic autonomy refers to a nation’s ability to make sovereign decisions in foreign
policy and defence without being constrained by external pressures or alliance
obligations.
U TaTaraT § ar | fos T 7y faesr i ok van & duy fAofa R § wem g1, o
1<l ga1a a1 TeE U Sl 9 99|

e Itis not synonymous with isolationism or neutrality. Rather, it implies flexibility,
independence and the capacity to engage with multiple powers on one’s own terms.
Ig TGS a7 derAdl & FaFR 781 ¢ | 9fch, I8 adiarys, Ta=dr 3R Wad 1 3rdl u”
F3 Gl & 1Y HATE B B! & B SR 6|

e For India, the concept has deep historical roots, going back to colonial subjugation and
free India’s determination never to let anybody else decide our place in the world for us.

HRd & foIE, 39 guRUN & e} Bfagiire o €, &t sfiuf~afre siefiadr 3R Wda Rd &
T UHeT 9P Tl & f PSR gUR e Ry § 59 g a9 7

e From Nehru’s non-alignment during the Cold War to the Modi government’s “multi-
alignment” in the current era, successive governments have sought to preserve India’s
freedom of action while adapting to changing geopolitical realities.

YT g & IRMA AgE BT Sufadgal 9 AHR aaqH I H Wt IR B “Tee-argTie”
qH, AR RBR| - F&ad Y-ITeIfaP aRafaearsi & SIed YR Pt SR WaFdl 910
TG 1 YT b

e Intheory, strategic autonomy offers a middle path between rigid bloc politics and passive
disengagement.

Sgifas TU 9, Yurifae wW@rwdar $oR sie Aesita iR Fisg e & i e aw|
AR Y& Sl g

e In practice, it demands deft diplomacy, institutional resilience, and a clear-eyed
understanding of national interest.

IER H, I8 WaH Feita, HRITTd qatardd, iR It ffd Y Ty qast &1 #4713t 8|

e ltis abalancing act — sometimes precarious, often imperfect, but essential for a country
such as India that aspires to global leadership without becoming a client state.

g U ga o1 ¢ — Hl-Fft Tavequf, siRR erquf, afes T8 <1 & for siaxa® & o
R, S AfYP e Bt MTapien G § foT ATe e Ieg 51
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e The current global landscape presents both opportunities and challenges for India’s
strategic autonomy.
gﬂnm%u%wwﬁwﬁhwm%%qwaﬁvﬁﬁﬁﬁwm

I

e The unipolar moment of American dominance has given way to a fragmented world
order, where China’s assertiveness, Russia’s revisionism and the West’s internal
divisions, accentuated by Washington’s unpredictability, create a fluid and
unpredictable environment.

MR TY@ & THYIIT &1 7 g <) ¢ Wied Ay rawn &), wg @9 oY srerfayrigo
Y, =1 o1 FevETe, SR ufdm &1 siafve faures, aifXies &t sracnfiaar 9 sgr
T, T R 3R ATATIRIT ITaraR0T 941 g |

e For India, this means recalibrating its relationships with major powers while safeguarding
its core interests — territorial integrity, economic growth, technological advancement,
and regional stability.

YRd & oY, 3Ue! Adad ¢ [ 38 qer faaal & a1y oue Tael & g=: Turairg &A1
BT, Safe $U» g& fadl — gefta sRasn, snfde faswma, aw-ie! wifd, SR afg R
— 1 &M BT BT

¢ India’s relationship with the United States has deepened dramatically over the past two
decades.
fed 3 ax! § YRA &1 TYFd Ty SARST &A1Y Y HT0! TG §3T |

o From defence cooperation and intelligence sharing to joint military exercises and
technology transfers, the strategic partnership has matured.

T&T TN 3R GiHar AR ¥ AoR Yo VT AW 3R dh-1e] g&IiaRvl d%, Ig
o argiert uRus g8 8|

e The Quad grouping (Australia, Japan, India, the U.S.), Indo-Pacific dialogues, the

incipient 12U2 (India, Israel, UAE, U.S.), and India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC), and shared concerns over China’s rise have further cemented ties.

DTS Y (AT orT, SuH, YRd, smf¥®r), $1-9Rif%® Harg, uRMA® 1202 (YRT,

RIS, JUS, M), R WRE-AE TR 3 FIRSR (IMEC), SIR AT F Igq &

gfcr Fren fiamg Teet o 3R e Bl 6 |

e Yet, the relationship is not without friction. The Trump administration’s erratic trade
policies, followed by stinging tariffs and sanctions in his second term, have strained
economic ties.

o o, 7g ey WeT I God el 81 U U= #1 Sifrafia R Hifad, 39% a1 $eR
3 3R ufaee 3 snffe waeN & a-raguf s

o Washington’s pressure on India to reduce its energy and defence dealings with Russia,

and to align more closely with western positions, has tested New Delhi’s resolve.

IR P71 3919 YR R fob 98 T & 1Y UL ol 3R & el B FH Y, 3R
uf3dt Tt F Ay 3ifie fAeedr 4 Ad @, 3 T8 fawell & Toped &1 ullen ot

e India’s response has been measured. It continues to engage with the U.S., maintains
independent positions on global conflicts, and insists on the primacy of national interest
over ideological alignment.

YR B ufdfsear Sgferd &t 1 78 MR & |1y HaTg R} 3@l 7, A% Tuul ) wda
$@ ST G &, SR NG E@UT & S AP fgd oY yrufireer car g

e Thisis strategic autonomy in action, not anti-Americanism, but a refusal to be subsumed

by American priorities.

Ig Iifae arawar &1 fparaae 7, Tdl-smifefaen e, sfew smfvst urufirearsiy &
FAfRd e A SPR &

Ties with Beijing and Moscow

ST 3R AR & 1Y JdY

e China presents a more complex challenge. The border clashes with India of 2020
shattered illusions of benignh coexistence, and tensions remain high despite diplomatic
overtures.
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o T ife wfea gHd vRga HedaT 81 YRd & I1Y 2020 & AT wuul A "igrdyut

TR ot yifad &1 dre f3ar, 3k ge-iifas yarl & srase d-1d 3= TR W & g 8|

Yet, China is also one of India’s largest trading partners, a key player in regional

institutions, and a competitor whose actions shape the strategic environment.

fi 4ff, F HRT & T 73 AU AEERI # 4 & ¢, A SR § v g

el 2, 3k ue ufagdl & e @i Torifae araraxor & 3R d &

India’s approach is one of cautious engagement and firm deterrence. It strengthens

border infrastructure, deepens ties with Indo-Pacific partners, and invests in

indigenous defence capabilities.

YR &1 DS YT HaTg 3R Tg FRIY o181 I8 T Sra<ia=1 Hf 7eigd Hd 3,

33)- R TTgieRT & Ty et BT TERT BT 8, SR =M vam ermarsi # A% wwar 31

At the same time, it participates in multilateral forums such as BRICS and the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation, where China plays a leading role — a difficult but necessary

balancing act.

ﬂw‘aﬁ Ig gguefta vl & YT 3dT § S BRICS 3R XM6TS AN IS+, 581 I Ugd
a'%u TH HiS Afh AaRgS Hger drd |

Strateglc autonomy here means resisting both confrontation and capitulation. It means

asserting sovereignty and refusing to be another country’s counterweight to a rising

China, while controlling Chinese access to the Indian economy, and simultaneously

keeping channels of communication open.

Tg1 YurHifae wraedr &1 3 § Tad 3R [adur G &1 faRy #3411 S9! 7aas §
TJUYdT Bt GiY HIAT sﬁ?@ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ%f@gﬂﬁ@%ﬂ@‘rmﬁaﬂﬁﬁm
HA1, 1Y 7 HRd srfegawyt & D+ uga Y fFafa #wAn, ok TaR 39l @ ga
XTI

It means recognising that rivalry does not preclude diplomacy, and that decoupling is not
always desirable or feasible.

ST AAA © [ wfaeaef pe-ifa &1 T T8 @edt, 3R fqure= ga=m gis-a ar
agrd gt grar|

India’s relationship with Russia is rooted in Cold War solidarity, defence cooperation, and
shared strategic interests.

%?w%muwuaﬂagaaﬁw T&{T TN, 3R AT IUHIfaS feal &
|

Despite Moscow’s growing closeness to Beijing and Russia’s global isolation following the
Ukraine conflict, India has maintained its ties — buying oil, importing weapons, and
engaging diplomatically.

HiEh! Bt ST & 1Y Sl Fdbedr 3R g TUY & d1¢ 4 BT A 3rea 814 &
Wﬁ;ﬂaﬁ&mﬁwuwr@ a9 TeT, SRAR maTd BT, 3R Peifad wu R
ey g

This has drawn criticism from western capitals, but India has stood firm. Its relationship
with Russia is historical, multidimensional, and not subject to external veto.

3O Ui ISUTferaY I SetEHT 3% 7, Afth HRd 7 Tedl e | T & I1Y 39HT JaY
e, sgemart 8, 3k argdt diet & e Tt 21

It continues to diversify its military imports, invest in indigenous production, and
explore new partnerships, but without abandoning old ones.

g 30~ Q9 3maTd H! fAfae Har 8, =it Sared # A= & 8, 3k ¢ aEier! e
TATRICT €, AfhT R Faieh &Y @ry famm

Strategic autonomy here is about refusing to choose sides in a binary contest, and
craftlng a foreign policy that reflects India’s unique geography, history, and asplrat|ons

Tg1 YurHifae T & o § fgyda ufaaet & ug g7 I SR &1, R U@ faew
ﬁﬁ%mma‘rwﬁﬁﬁmwﬁa gfaeT 3R 3mepienaif & axid 8l

During India’s G-20 presidency in 2023, Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared that India
was now the voice of the Global South — unbowed, plural, and potent.

HRA BT G-20 AT 2023 H, TUTHAT g AT = 990N &1 fop HRA 31d Tead I3y H1
3TaTe § — 3ifET, ag SR THTa=Imer |
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e Its democracy was not just a system but a “bouquet of hope”, nourished by the strength of
its multilingual, multicultural fabric.
B! AP ad Had UH JUITel a1 §, Tiesh “3MTRAT BT Tagear” ¢, o sT@! agumdt,
TEAIRP AP I $! dIhd I TN o T g

e External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar argues that partnerships must be shaped by
interest, not sentiment or inherited bias.
fager oot S. SRiAR &1 aF § & arierar Rl grRT st g @Ry, HraHn ar favrwra
¥ firelt gatue gy =gt |

e Thisis diplomacy with a spine — assertive, pragmatic, and unapologetically Indian,
seeking to be “non-West” without being “anti-West”.
U8 BN P & — ¢, AR, 3R F1:weg 4R, 5 “TR-uf3df S aear &
o «&&-ufgm a9

e This stance resonates across the Global South, where many rising and middle powers
concerned with peace and stability are choosing to safeguard their geopolitical and
economic interests rather than be swept into the vortex of great-power rivalries.
g TRV Tellad WISY H Ufdedd gidl 8, Sei s SHRH! 3R " Wifeal, Sl wifd 3R
FRRAT 3} fofd et §, 3 Y-rorifae iR snfie faal ot vem o= gt § 9o 39
3 geTRifod ufaegutelt & Yok # ey &g |

e They seek agency, not alignment; voice, not vassalage.
3 wem fyofg 9rgd €, T@or TEY; JaTe 9red €, Srar et |

e What emerges is a vision of India as a sovereign pole in arebalancing world — a nation
that neither aligns blindly nor isolates itself.
Sl FHRAT § 98 HRA $I T W9y Y& & w0 7 £} § 1o g dead [y ¥ — e ag & 9
A SHUTEY IGUT HaT & 71§} G B S Heal gl

e India’s rise is civilisational, plural, and deeply political. While India’s pursuit of strategic
autonomy is principled, it faces headwinds among major powers.

YR &1 3T YRpTaP, 50 3N TS | ISHIad ¢ | Jafs R HT 0TS Traar
F1 dio1 Jgifas 7, 39 g1 feaal & arg faudta uffRufaal &1 9w s usar 8|

e The global economy is increasingly interdependent, and technological ecosystems are
dominated by a few players.
Ay srfoaawt ool ¥ oo § F1R 51 X% 7, oI Aot uiifRufoast @ oo 8t
ERUCEIEANAERIECE]

o Defence modernisation requires partnerships and climate diplomacy demands
coordination.
T&T NYFABIHOT & fTT AR} SMaTS ¢ 3R A Fe-ifa & o Tu-=ag I |

¢ Insuch a world, autonomy must be redefined — not as isolation, but as resilience and
adaptability.
Y fay o, Targsadt o g: gy fasar s afsu — sremma o U o 98, sfew adiara
3R P &l & =4 H|

o Domestic factors also play a role. Political polarisation, economic vulnerabilities, and
institutional constraints can limit autonomous decision-making.
WY PR I YA FAura g1 Ieeifae gdievor, snfdfe suwiivar, sik wwimrd darng
T i 39 & it wR gt §

e Strategic autonomy requires not just diplomatic skill, but economic strength,
technological capability, and political coherence.
oo ariere off AT g

e We cannot be truly autonomous from a position of weakness.
B9 PHGR fRUfT I IRda & Wi 78! 81 9dhd |

e Inaworld of cyber threats, Artificial Intelligence warfare, and space competition,
autonomy must extend beyond traditional domains.
AFER WeRl, FA gfgwar g, ok srafver wfagyf o1 g &, warawar & wwaRrTa &=t
¥ 3T G B

e It must encompass data sovereignty, digital infrastructure, and supply chain security.

34 Ser "uydr, fSfrea saeamn, sﬁvwﬁ%ﬁgv&nﬁ‘mﬁamm
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India’s recent efforts to build indigenous platforms, secure critical minerals, and assert its
voice in global tech governance are steps in this direction.

YR & giferar yar 3=t wiewTHf o1 fHator, weayuf @fael 3t grem, sk 3y aw-et
A # SOt SHTAT Feig BT 39 G H Had 5

More than a slogan

LEINE

Strategic autonomy is not just a slogan. It is a strategy. It is the art of navigating a
turbulent world without losing one’s bearings.

YUHIfa® Wardr $ad TP ART 781 8| I8 U UM o | 98 U or=iia fay o fam fe=m
QI Afaite oA $t FaT gl

As the global order shifts, India must continue steadily to walk the tightrope — engaging
with the U.S. without becoming a vassal, deterring China without provoking war, and
partnering with Russia without inheriting its isolation.

S 8 A% qawT Teadl 8, YR &I IR Jga §-1¢ I@d §€ 3T T¢T =1ieT —
YU, & 1Y &1 a1 g 79, T Y A1 f91 Gog YSHIY, 3R 0 & 1Y ARieRt
FAT f9AT IHP ST B ST |

It must invest in capabilities, cultivate partnerships, and assert its interests with clarity
and confidence.

9 gryarei ¥ fa=r =, Argieiival & fawRa o, ok e Rl &1 Tyan ok
THMAYRT & ATY RITUT BT AU

In doing so, India does not reject the world — it reclaims its agency within it.

T $Rd §U, YRd 4y B1 IRAIHR 8T HaT — Ig 3 SFUBR R &HdT B I96 T
I vl g

Strategic autonomy is not about standing alone; it is about standing straight, and
standing tall.

OIS WRaT &1 7dad Sibd WS BT ol o; 3961 Aaad g Y 3R S TS I8
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Chinese companies bear the brunt of
jihadist strikes targeting Mali’s junta

In June, JNIM warned its fighters would attack foreign companies in Mali, run by the Army since back-to-back coups in 2020 and 2021, and firms

doing state projects without ‘authorisation’; Chinese private investment in Mali came to $1.6 billion between 2009 and 2024, according to AEI data

Agence France-Presse
ABIDJAN

ihadists allied to al-
J Qaeda have

launched a blitz of
raids on Malian industrial
sites run by foreign firms,
especially Chinese, as a
tactic to undermine the
ruling junta.

While present across
wider west Africa, the po-
werful Group for the Sup-
port of Islam and Muslims,
known by its Arabic acro-
nym JNIM, represents the
greatest threat to the arid
Sahel region today, the Un-
ited Nations says.

In June, the JNIM
warned that its well-armed
fighters would target all fo-
reign companies at work in
Mali, run by the Army
since back-to-back coups
in 2020 and 2021, as well as
any business doing public
works for the state without
“its authorisation”.

A recent UN report
found the group’s “core
ambition remains the crea-
tion of an emirate that
could challenge the legiti-
macy of military regimes,
force them to cede author-
ity and implement sharia”
law, or the Islamic legal
code.

To that end, the JNIM’s
raids in the west could al-
low it “to establish a racke-
teering network that ex-
torts foreign companies
and undermines the legiti-
macy of the Malian govern-
ment”, while kidnapping

Arecent UN report found the group’s ‘core ambition remains the creation of an emirate that could challenge the legitimacy of military
regimes, force them to cede authority and implement sharia’ law, or the Islamic legal code. A

foreigners “to ransom
them back to their govern-
ments”, the American En-
terprise Institute (AEI)
said.

Workers abducted
From the end of July, the
JNIM has made good on its
threats, attacking seven fo-
reign-run industrial sites in
one of Africa’s top produc-
ers of gold and lithium, ac-
cording to the AEL

Six of those were run by
Chinese firms, most of
them in the gold-rich Kayes
region to the west, with the
jihadists abducting at least
11 Chinese citizens in the
raids, AEI analyst Liam
Karr said.

“From what we can tell,
China is bearing the

brunt,” Mr. Karr said.

In the wake of the at-
tacks, China’s Foreign Af-
fairs ministry said it had
urged the junta “to spare
no effort in searching for
and rescuing the kid-
napped individuals”.

It said it had “further ta-
ken practical and effective
measures to ensure the sa-
fety of local Chinese citizen
institutions and projects”.

Economic hub

Besides Chinese, the JNIM
also kidnapped three In-
dians at a cement works in
the west in early July.

“The group has no grie-
vances against the Chi-
nese, but it stems from the
group’s desire to deal a
blow to the Malian econo-

my instead,” said Bakary
Sambe, director of the Da-
kar-based Timbuktu Insti-
tute think tank.

“Kayes holds strategic
value for JNIM as a key eco-
nomic hub. The region ac-
counts for roughly 80% of
Mali’s gold production and
serves as a trade corridor
to Senegal”, the country’s
top supplier, according to
the Soufan Center
consultancy.

As a result, the JNIM’s
western campaign “threa-
tens to undermine busi-
ness ties” with China, “one
of Mali’s largest economic
partners”, the AEI warned.

Chinese private invest-
ment in Mali came to ap-
proximately $1.6 billion
between the years 2009

and 2024, while the Chi-
nese government has
poured in $1.8 billion
across 137 projects since
2000, AEI figures show.

Mali’s reliance on Beij-
ing has only grown since
the coups that brought the
military to power.

After turning its back on
former colonial ruler
France and the West more
broadly, the junta has
sought closer ties with Chi-
na, as well as Russia and
Turkiye.

Russian  mercenaries
from the Wagner paramili-
tary group and its succes-
sor, Africa Corps, Chinese
armoured cars and Tur-
kish drones have helped
the Malian Army in its
more than a decade-long

Chinese companies bear the brunt of jihadist strikes
targeting Mali’s junta

mﬁﬁwﬁaﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁlﬂ%ﬁ%mﬁﬁ

HUl-al B e 3Afd JHa=

fight against the jihadist in-
surgency.

For Mr. Karr, Russian
willingness “to be a disrup-
tor to strengthen its in-
fluence” stands “at odds
with China, because China
wants stability for its busi-
ness interests”.

Despite the outside
help, the Malian junta has
struggled to contain the
JNIM and its rival, the Is-
lamic State-Sahel Province

group.

Deadly attacks

Deadly attacks across the
Kayes region piled up in
August, while the JNIM hit
businesses in the Malian
centre “for the first time”,
Mr. Karr said, with Chinese
sugar refineries near the
town of Segou among the
targets.

Several days later, an as-
sault on a British-run lithi-
um mine in Bougouni in
the south left a security
guard dead.

The rash of jihadist raids
comes as the junta, which
trumpets a nationalist poli-
cy of greater domestic so-
vereignty over Mali’s rich-
es, is bidding to tighten its
grip on the country’s min-
ing resources.

The military govern-
ment has seized control of
Mali’s largest goldmine,
the Loulo-Gounkoto site in
the Kayes region, from Ca-
nadian giant Barrick Min-
ing, demanding hundreds
of millions of dollars in
back taxes.

In June, JNIM warned its fighters would attack foreign companies in Mali, run by the Army

since back-to-back coups in 2020 and 2021, and firms doing state projects without

‘authorisation’; Chinese private investment in Mali came to $1.6 billion between 2009 and
2024, according to AEI data

& IY

A H, INIM 3 ara-t <t fos 39 asie aral # fad=it sufrai t g &3, fory 991 gR1
2020 3R 2021 & TIR dEAIC & SIe I o 381 5, 3R o7 st
gfegierTet & T WA B FRIAT ST AEI ST & SR 2009 ¥ 2024 & o9 ATell & i+t
oot fora=r $1.6 fafera o
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Jihadists allied to al-Qaeda have launched a blitz of raids on Malian industrial sites run by
foreign firms, especially Chinese, as a tactic to undermine the ruling junta

A-HTIST ¥ Yo frgried! 7 fad=ft suf~rf gRT g i 3g Al sirenfie el R SRt
D1 91 TF @1 ¢, fadw = I A+t Fufrat w=, 91fd IS TWER &) FHR [6a1 o 96

While present across wider West Africa, the powerful Group for the Support of Islam and
Muslims (IJNIM) represents the greatest threat to the arid Sahel region today, the United
Nations says

TR UfH it § HiNg 811 & dTavg, WfFawie &I 3R aaul & 9ad= 98 (INIV)
3TSl Y ATed &7 P O Jod IS Wkl 8, WY AY & AR

In June, the INIM warned that its well-armed fighters would target all foreign companies at
work in Mali, run by the Army since back-to-back coups in 2020 and 2021, as well as any
business doing public works for the state W|thout ‘its authorisation”

A H, INIM 7 Farat s I TR AST ATl & FH1H FHR aren geft fae=h sufamy sk
fopaf} +t ST Y IR ST S IS & RIT WIdSe SRS el & T “ergER &, Rl
JAT 2020 3R 2021 & TR deAMIEC & SIG Il 61 §
A recent UN report found the group’s “core ambition remains the creation of an emirate that
could challenge the legitimacy of military regimes, force them to cede authority and
implement sharia law, or the Islamic legal code

ROié = uran 71 b Tg ) T ARl Th THIRE §9H &1 § ol 9
EULE| W?arg(ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂﬁ?,ﬁaﬁmms9|5%q?qu\aﬁ3ﬁ?fzrhm$|=j\=r,m‘rﬁswﬁ
P BIS AT PR
To that end, the JNIM’s raids in the west could allow it “to establish a racketeering network
that extorts foreign companies and undermines the legitimacy of the Malian government”,
while kidnapping foreigners “to ransom them back to their governments”, the American
Enterprise Institute (AEI) said
O oTe, ufym o INIM & BTY 38 YIS TeAfAT Aead Rl A o 3Afd & Taod § ot
fae=ft duf~al & IE BT § SR ATell WRBR BT AUAT B! HHSIR BT &, Safes Azt
AR BI Wwﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁaﬁ & fore, American Enterprise Institute (AEI)
EER
From the end of July, the JNIM has made good on its threats, attacking seven foreign-run
industrial sites in one of Africa’s top producers of gold and lithium, according to the AEI
ATs & 3fd I, INIM 3 37Ut eraforat o) Q1 foram, WE g & SuR | ok fafyaw &
WP & M Iared! § ¥ wrd fae=fht gare T sienfire =i W gHan fea
Six of those were run by Chinese firms, most of them in the gold-rich Kayes region to the
west, with the jihadists abducting at least 11 Chinese citizens in the raids, AEl analyst Liam
Karr said

I T g I+l Ul gRT I of 3@ ¥, SATGIR UI3H & A4-99& Kayes &3 8, S
fSrefeal 3 w7 A ®H 11 T AFRSDY &7 gl fHan, AE| fazevs foram o1R A Fg
“From what we can tell, China is bearing the brunt,” Mr. Karr said

ST o g1 3@ Iobd €, At Sufrai e i Jhar sie 78 € A SR A Pal

In the wake of the attacks, China’s Foreign Affairs ministry said it had urged the junta “to
spare no effort in searching for and rescuing the kidnapped individuals”

BHA! & a1, 99 & faew daArery A Fgl fr ST PR T 3t &) 7 »3ugrur frw mw
el &) WS 3R g9 | Bis HAR 7 B! ST

It said it had “further taken practical and effective measures to ensure the safety of local
Chinese citizen institutions and projects”

I2i FeT {6 IR R i+ Amfive TR iR ufkaterrsit o gRem gAfd o & g
"GRG 3R THTd I fahu §

Economic hub

Besides Chinese, the JNIM also kidnapped three Indians at a cement works in the west in
early July
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A+ FHufra & Sramar, INIM A JaTs St o1 F Ul & te Hide srizmer 3 9 uRdray
BT 3ugRo 4t foar

“The group has no grievances against the Chinese, but it stems from the group’s desire to
deal a blow to the Malian economy instead,” said Bakary Sambe, director of the Dakar-
based Timbuktu Institute think tank

"o g BT I HU & RATE B3 Rrbrad 78 8, 9fcss T8 Tg o1 351 I I ¢ % areht
SrfeqaRIT F! dlc UgdTs WY, Fel Bakary Sambe, Dakar fRIG Timbuktu Institute think
tank & feR®

“Kayes holds strategic value for INIM as a key economic hub. The region accounts for
roughly 80% of Mali’s gold production and serves as a trade corridor to Senegal”, the
country’s top supplier, according to the Soufan Center consultancy

"Kayes BT IUHIIP WEE & INIM & 1T Ueb T e g & U T | g &F TIHT 80%
el & WA F IUTeH F1 R 7T § 3R AT & fIw SR 7rf & =0 & B Rl g,
Soufan Center consultancy G SR

As a result, the JNIM’s western campaign “threatens to undermine business ties” with
China, “one of Mali’s largest economic partners”, the AEI warned

URUMAEEY, INIM BT afEdt Sifam= »<H & Iy AU Teel Dl FHAR B DI yHb!"
31 g, o ATelt & Had 79 e ARl A A U §, AEI A Aarat

Chinese private investment in Mali came to approximately $1.6 billion between the years
2009 and 2024, while the Chinese government has poured in $1.8 billion across 137
projects since 2000, AEI figures show

AE| 3PS & 3R, 2009 H 2024 & o9 Arelt J it ot fra=r amy s1.6 faferas o,
Safes 9 ERBR 7 2000 ¥ 137 ufediorsit & $1.8 fafera &1 faw fear g
Mali’s reliance on Beijing has only grown since the coups that brought the military to power

arelt &1 ST wR fFvdkar 3¢ 72 &, 99 I asude 3 /1 S 9 E ann

After turning its back on former colonial ruler France and the West more broadly, the junta
has sought closer ties with China, as well as Russia and Turkiye

NS Wi 3R UG 0 I UfFA I 4g 7ig7 & 9le, WPR A T4, Ty &
T R gPf & Y A JaY T &) IR B
Russian mercenaries from the Wagner paramilitary group and its successor, Africa

Corps, Chinese armoured cars and Turkish drones have helped the Malian Army in its
more than a decade-long fight against the jihadist insurgency

Wagner TR g 3R ITb SRS Africa Corps & w1 HTS & Af e, A+t
FERES T8 3R gl g = ATl A1 &1 Rierd} fagies & faems au auf & siftre o o
Hag B

For Mr. Karr, Russian willingness “to be a disruptor to strengthen its influence” stands
“at odds with China, because China wants stability for its business interests”

f HR F for, Tt aeRar * =it gt Y Aoigd FA F g arar R @ R A R =
& 1Y AR, i o srom sTuR Rl & forw Ruar =g 3

Despite the outside help, the Malian junta has struggled to contain the JNIM and its rival, the
Islamic State-Sahel Province group

e Heg & FTav, ATel TRBR DI INIM 3R I9F Ufdgd], TP We-aed Uid I4g
H T e T sloTE g2 8

Deadly attacks

Ua® gHd

Deadly attacks across the Kayes region piled up in August, while the JNIM hit businesses in
the Malian centre “for the first time”, Mr. Karr said, with Chinese sugar refineries near the
town of Segou among the targets

3Rd ¥ Kayes & ¥ 91d% g9 ¢ 7Y, Siafd INIM = AT & &g H a9l | "Igd! IR”
gaa fobdr, it PR A Fal, PR Segou ER & U A+ IR Nw1g3 wférd &

Several days later, an assault on a British-run lithium mine in Bougouni in the south left a
security guard dead
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations)

1. Key Meitei group rejects govt.’s SoO pact with Kuki-
Z0
& Ugdl g 7 WPR & Kuki-Zo & F1Y So0
'\rmsﬁ?r Gl @Thvr T

2. New technology, innovation conclave to ‘replace’
Science Congress to be held in Nov.

% MNP iR TaaR I AEd I &1 108
TdeR | Smaifora fosar smgm

3. India plans to strengthen nuclear deterrence, drone
warfare capabilities

YR RATY R 3R S g5 &rarsil & aeiqa
mﬁaﬁ!ﬁwwm%

4. A New Leaf
Th T AHUTd
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rejects govt.s SO0
pact with Kuki-Zo
GS IS

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Coordinating Commit-
tee on Manipur Integrity
(COCOMI), one of the lar-
gest Meitei civil society
groups in Manipur, has re-
jected the signing of Sus-
pension of Operations
(So0) pact with the Kuki-
Zo insurgent groups.

It said that the decision
taken by the Centre “re-
flects an undemocratic and
hegemonic imposition
upon the indigenous peo-
ple and its elected repre-
sentatives of Manipur.”

The MHA and the Mani-
pur government signed the
pact with the Kuki-Zo
groups on Thursday with
“re-negotiated terms and
conditions or ground
rules” It comes ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s expected visit to
Manipur on September 13.

This is his first visit to
Manipur since ethnic vio-
lence between the Kuki-Zo
and Meitei people erupted
on May 3, 2023.

The Kuki-Zo Council
(KZC), a conglomerate of
civil society organisations,
agreed to open the Nation-
al Highway-2 (Imphal-Di-
mapur) passing through
Kangpokpi district “for the
free movement of commu-
ters and essential goods,”
the MHA said.

The COCOMI, which has
been in talks with the Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs
(MHA) to find a roadmap
for peace in Manipur, said
the extension of the So0O
agreement despite “the se-
ries of terrorist and crimi-
nal acts” committed by
these groups was a deci-
sion that ran completely
against the interests of the
indigenous people of Mani-
pur.

The COCOMI said the
popularlv-elected govern-

The So0 pact ran

inst the interests
of indigenous
people of Manipur,
says COCOMI

ment of Manipur had,
through a Cabinet decision
on March 10, 2023, unani-
mously resolved to abro-
gate the SoO pact. “Under
the current President’s
Rule, the administration is
being run by an authority
appointed from New Delhi,
which lacks the legitimacy
to represent the people of
Manipur. The decision to
extend the So0O under such
circumstances is illegiti-
mate,” COCOMI said in a
statement on Friday.

It said that by extending
legitimacy and recognition
to the armed groups under
the deceptive pact of the
S00, the Government of In-
dia had raised serious
doubts about its role and
responsibility in dealing
with narco-terrorism in the
region.

“Gol has wilfully disre-
garded the unanimous re-
solution of the Manipur Le-
gislative Assembly taken
on February 29, 2024 to re-
voke (abrogate) the SoO.
Instead, the President’s
Rule administration in Ma-
nipur has been made a par-
ty to the tripartite talks
without any mandate from
the people. This act repre-
sents a complete compro-
mise of the basic principles
of democracy,” it said.

It added that the Consti-
tution of India guarantees
free movement to every ci-
tizen across the country as
a fundamental right. Ho-
wever, by turning this into
a bargaining chip with
armed groups, the Govern-
ment of India had under-
mined its own constitu-
tional obligations.

Key Meitei group rejects govt.’s
So0 pact with Kuki-Zo

T Agdl 9YE 3 WPR b Kuki-Zo
& U4 SoO JHSNA &I @it farar

e The Coordinating Committee on Manipur Integrity
(COCOMI), one of the largest Meitei civil society groups in
Manipur, has rejected the signing of Suspension of
Operations (SoO) pact with the Kuki-Zo insurgent groups

o TR § 9 93 AFdl ARTRSG JHTS GYgi 8 o
T, AR Srdsar 9-ag |fAfd (COCOMI) = Kuki-Zo
fasId) wEl & Ty Tearer fFded (So0) THENY | g&eR
B Bl SEBR PR 18

e |t said that the decision taken by the Centre “reflects
an undemocratic and hegemonic imposition upon the
indigenous people and its elected representatives of
Manipur”

o 3 Bal fob bg gR1 foran an g Fofa wfvrgR &
RN A 3R 3% faffad ufaffat w sreteaie v
BeroHIT® UTUT BT G=MTd1 §

e The MHA and the Manipur government signed the
pact with the Kuki-Zo groups on Thursday with “re-
negotiated terms and conditions or ground rules”

o T8 HATAT (MHA) 3R AR ISR A Eal
Kuki-Zo gl & W1y “G: Fradid o1 T8 i o fFrawi &
T qESl a1

e |t comes ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
expected visit to Manipur on September 13

o B UYFHA A% T Ft AR arn # el &
Ugd ©, il 13 RdaR Hi g areft @

e This is his first visit to Manipur since ethnic violence
between the Kuki-Zo and Meitei people erupted on May 3,
2023

o g 3! WOMYR Pt Ugel I § o1 ¥ Kuki-Zo 3R
Agdl TN & d9 STy f§91 3 19, 2023 & vea! it

e The Kuki-Zo Council (KZC), a conglomerate of civil
society organisations, agreed to open the National
Highway-2 (Imphal-Dimapur) passing through Kangpokpi
district “for the free movement of commuters and essential
goods,” the MHA said

o Kuki-Zo PIERIE (KzC), S fufaer Ararsdt Trel
&1 TG ©, 7 Kangpokpi Fordt ¥ oA aTel P IerAni-2

EHPTA-fEUTR) F! “arht 3R Sraxaes awgaft & gaed
Gﬂmﬁ@%%@@ﬂﬁ"mmﬁa"r MHA 3 &gl

e The COCOMI, which has been in talks with the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to find a roadmap for
peace in Manipur, said the extension of the SoO agreement
despite “the series of terrorist and criminal acts”
committed by these groups was a decision that ran
completely against the interests of the indigenous people of
Manipur
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cocoM|, St AforgR ® Rifa & o 78 Hamera (MHA) & I1Y STadid | 381 ], 3 &8l fb 39
gl R farT T T ardl 3R SMURTIY® el &1 $IAT & FTavE SoO TN HT fITR
T U1 fuig o1 o O R 3§ AfrgR & e Rit @l & fedl & e o1

The COCOMI said the popularly-elected government of Manipur had, through a Cabinet
decision on March 10, 2023, unanimously resolved to abrogate the SoO pact

COCOMI 7 %8l f& AR & S gRT Faifid TSR 7, 10 |, 2023 &1 wfeqe fAvfa &
TEOH W, SoO JHFN P T, B BT FaGqwd 0iy e ot
“Under the current President’s Rule, the administration is being run by an authority
appointed from New Delhi, which lacks the legitimacy to represent the people of Manipur.
The decision to extend the SoO under such circumstances is illegitimate,” COCOMI said in a
statement on Friday

A & d8d U A8 feedtt I Fgad mfieRor gRT I o 87 ¢, fored
wﬁm%sﬁﬁrmuﬁrﬁﬁamﬁﬁ%&mﬁ% Tt aRfRufaal & 00 &1 fawR &= eray
8,” COCOMI 7 Y[HAR $! Ue 99 H Hgl
It said that by extending legitimacy and recognition to the armed groups under the deceptive
pact of the So0, the Government of India had raised serious doubts about its role and
responsibility in dealing with narco-terrorism in the region
I FT f S00 & YIRSyl THSM & ded TR THEI I a8/dl R AT G, HIRd
WPHR 7 &7 T ARBI-3ATdHaTg I e § 3ot YA ok e iR 1R 98 31 §
“Gol has wilfully disregarded the unanimous resolution of the Manipur Legislative Assembly
taken on February 29, 2024 to revoke (abrogate) the SoO
“YRA ERPR 7 THGIHR AIOTYR fIUT FHT GRT 29 BRERT, 2024 HI [T T SoO Bl TE
P T I AUy ToR i forar §
Instead, the President’s Rule administration in Manipur has been made a party to the
tripartite talks without any mandate from the people

3P ST, AR # AFUF TR U= 1 anll & bl oft 38 & fomn Fruafta araf &1
YrfieR o= T §

This act represents a complete compromlse of the basic principles of democracy, it said
Tg B4 wida & Jol Rigidl & Ul J0id &1 ufafftid i 8, 314 ®el

It added that the Constitution of India guarantees free movement to every citizen across
the country as a fundamental right

3I5i- Bl [ URA BT VAU T <= H TP ARG S| GURT ATATSTd BT FAYd HTUPR
UG HRal §

However, by turning this into a bargaining chip with armed groups, the Government of India
had undermined its own constitutional obligations

BIdiD, TH TR GYET & 1Y WeaTon & R H TGAdhR, YR WRPR - 30 g Bt
Hautfe RrReiat o R fHar g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

New technology, innovation
conclave to ‘replace’ Science

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Signalling a break from the
past, the Department of
Science and Technology
(DST) is set to organise the
first-ever Emerging
Science, Technology and
Innovation Conclave (ES-
TIC) in November.

The ESTIC may ‘replace’
the Indian Science Con-
gress, the oldest congrega-
tion of scientists in India,
with a rich history predat-
ing Independence. Over
the years, it has gone into
oblivion, with the last be-
ing held in 2023.

“You could see it as a re-
placement of the Indian
Science Congress,” a senior
official told The Hindu.

Abhay Karandikar, Se-
cretary, DST, did not res-
pond to a request for clari-
fication on whether the
ESTIC will indeed replace
the Science Congress.

Since 2015, the govern-
ment has nurtured the In-
dia International Science
Festival (IISF) that is organ-
ised by the science-related
departments. It has among
its organisers Vijnana
Bharti — a science popular-
isation outfit affiliated with
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh.

“The IISF is more of a
festival, a ‘mela’ (fair), and
meant to  popularise
science among students
and young people. It is not
a forum where scientists
and technologists can dis-
cuss bigger themes of

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

The IISF is meant to popularise
science among students and
young people.

science, technology and in-
novation,” said the official.

This year, the IISF is ex-
pected to be held at the
Panjab University, Chandi-
garh.

The IISF does not usual-
ly see participation by in-
ternational Nobel Lau-
reates, nor does Prime
Minister Narendra Modi vi-
sit it in person. However,
he has made virtual appea-
rances or sent video mes-
sages for the IISF.

The ESTIC website says
that Mr. Modi is expected
to be present at its inaugu-
ral session.

Traditionally, the Indian
Science Congress, organ-
ised by the Indian Science
Congress Association, Kol-
kata, and funded by the
DST and held in the first
week of January, has al-
ways had the Prime Minis-
ter at the inaugural. Ho-
wever, the last time Prime
Minister Modi appeared in
person was at the 107
Science Congress at Lovely
Professional  University,
Ludhiana, in 2020. The fol-
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Congess to be held in Nowv.

lowing two years, the
event was not held, citing
the pandemic.

In 2023, Mr. Modi made
an appearance, but only
online, at the 108" edition.
In 2024 and this year, the
Science Congress was not
held due to a spat between
the DST and the ISCA’s ex-
ecutive body over the or-
ganisation of the event.
The DST has said that it
would no longer fund the
ISCA.

The inaugural ESTIC
will be held at the Bharat
Mandapam here from No-
vember 3-4. All the
science-related Ministries,
ranging from atomic ener-
gy to space and informa-
tion technology, will be in-
volved in it. According to
the ESTIC website, there
will be 11 thematic techni-
cal sessions and 75 exhibi-
tion stalls by ‘deep tech’
start-ups at the event. No-
bel Laureate Andre Geim
(2010, Physics) is expected
to make an appearance.
Jean-Yves Le Gall, former
president of the French
Space Agency, and Profes-
sor Masaru Tomita, Keio
University, Japan, are
among the foreign digni-
taries expected.

In a meeting earlier,
Science Minister Jitendra
Singh said the ESTIC would
“showcase cutting-edge re-
search, deep-tech break-
throughs, and thought-
provoking discussions, ig-
niting a new era of
scientific leadership to-
wards Viksit Bharat 2047”.
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New technology, innovation conclave to ‘replace’
Science Congress to be held in Nov.
TS MR 3R TR I A5 HIOT I S8
Jde= | mafera far smem
e Signalling a break from the past, the Department of Science and Technology (DST) is set

to organise the first-ever Emerging Science, Technology and Innovation Conclave
(ESTIC) in November

o 3 Y 3T Yohd od gT, fagm iR Wenfiist fAunT (DST) Ugel IR Emerging Science,
Technology and Innovation Conclave (ESTIC) FaaR § AT #3 I X1 §

e The ESTIC may ‘replace’ the Indian Science Congress, the oldest congregation of scientists
in India, with a rich history predating Independence

e ESTIC Hdd: YRR fAgm S99 &1 g o Tohdl 8, S URA § a1 &1 Ta8 QRIAT THT
8, fore! W sfae™ wad=ar 9 ugd &1 §

e Qver the years, it has gone into oblivion, with the last being held in 2023

o N W, gg Yar <l S B, 3R MRS IR Tg 2023 H AR o mar ot

e “You could see it as a replacement of the Indian Science Congress,” a senior official told
The Hindu

%m@mmﬁwﬁ%ﬁw%Wﬁé@W%ﬁmeﬁThe Hindu

Dal

e Abhay Karandikar, Secretary, DST, did not respond to a request for clarification on whether
the ESTIC will indeed replace the Science Congress
MY PRISHR, UfUd, DST, 7 Ig WY A & 3R1Y TR Ulclfehan 7a1 &t fob 1 ESTIC ardd |
HIEH BTN DI STg A

e Since 2015, the government has nurtured the India International Science Festival (IISF)
that is organised by the science-related departments

e 2015 ¥, WHR A India International Science Festival (IISF) P! famRyd foear % ISGACHIBE]
Teiferd faumit gRT Smafra fahar ST 8

e |t has among its organisers Vijnana Bharti — a science popularisation outfit affiliated with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

o 3 SN H A WRe WA § — Ueb faw el fiiar We S gty wadas 69 3
TagYy §

e “The lISF is more of a festival, a ‘mela’ (fair), and meant to popularise science among
students and young people. It is not a forum where scientists and technologists can discuss
bigger themes of science, technology and innovation,” said the official

o HYSHTY A HT, "IISF SHABR THh AER, TAT 8, AR IHET R garsft & s g &1 Awivr
T & foTu g | I8 98 Ha 78! § Tl a1-idh 3R WRifaifae fage, Mt ok FaaR & 58
fwt R ==l R web

e This year, the IISF is expected to be held at the Panjab University, Chandigarh

o UM, IISF & Uee fayfaemey, 9dhe & smaifsa gF &) IWiie §

e The IISF does not usually see participation by international Nobel Laureates, nor does Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visit it in person

o IISF # 3R W ed REPR fastarsit ot urieRt 781 g, SR v Wl R
M 39! AfFITT T J TET T hRad

e However, he has made virtual appearances or sent video messages for the IISF

o T, IR IISF P T eyt &u & IufRufa <€t § o difga) gew 99 §

e The ESTIC website says that Mr. Modi is expected to be present at its inaugural session

o ESTIC d5dT3E & IR, it Wit 39& Igures ¥ & Iufyd g &t 3ufig §

e Traditionally, the Indian Science Congress, organised by the Indian Science Congress
Association, Kolkata, and funded by the DST and held in the first week of January, has
always had the Prime Minister at the inaugural
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URUR® ¥U I, RO fag #1399, S Indian Science Congress Association, ®I@®Tdl
BRI ST foram ST 8, 3R DST gRT faquiftd €, TuT SFast & Usd Iwig § maiford gt
?, T g0 3Igured ® wure Wt SufRid 8d §

However, the last time Prime Minister Modi appeared in person was at the 107th Science
Congress at Lovely Professional University, Ludhiana, in 2020

Eﬂlﬁ? w@ﬁwumﬁﬁz&mwﬁ 107ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂmﬁ Lovely Professional
University, T, & 2020 & IufRyd gu

The following two years, the event was not held, citing the pandemic

$UP 3T &I I91 H, T8 HRIHH SIS g1 [T 7T, HGTHRT HT §aTal od §¢

In 2023, Mr. Modi made an appearance, but only online, at the 108th edition

2023 ¥, ot At 7 108 WXH0T A FHad siHAR U fora

In 2024 and this year, the Science Congress was not held due to a spat between the DST
and the ISCA’s executive body over the organisation of the event

2024 3R 3T WId, DST 3R ISCA ¥ FTABRI fApra & o9 3maieH & da fadig & HRO
The DST has said that it would no longer fund the ISCA

DST A %l {& 3{d 98 ISCA &I faauifd =15t &xm

The inaugural ESTIC will be held at the Bharat Mandapam here from November 3-4
3JgHTed ESTIC Tgl Bharat Mandapam ¥ 3-4 daR &1 3Tiford fosam smeem

All the science-related Ministries, ranging from atomic energy to space and information
technology, will be involved in it

= quft fam-eifta damery, SR wRETY] Seit, Srafer iR gEAT wenfra, wnfiya gt
According to the ESTIC website, there will be 11 thematic technical sessions and 75
exhibition stalls by ‘deep tech’ start-ups at the event

ESTIC 39918 & IR, 39 HHH | 11 TS qo-ia) T 3R v T’ wWi-3 gRI
75 WeRIHI TeTa gt

Nobel Laureate Andre Geim (2010, Physics) is expected to make an appearance

N RIPR fastar s MW (2010, Hfae) IuRd 817 @1 Iwdie §

Jean-Yves Le Gall, former president of the French Space Agency, and Professor Masaru
Tomita, Keio University, Japan, are among the foreign dignitaries expected

Jean-Yves Le Gall, Uj\%{w&lﬁﬁl'\‘aﬂ@'\‘ﬁ 3R WIhER WTTS Iy, ﬁﬁﬁqﬁﬁﬁfﬂ
ST, S i oy oot & 8

In a meeting earlier, Science Minister Jitendra Singh said the ESTIC would “showcase
cutting-edge research, deep-tech breakthroughs, and thought-provoking discussions,
igniting a new era of scientific leadership towards Viksit Bharat 2047”

u@ﬁgéwéwﬁ fagma 9=t fords Rig A Fe1 f& ESTIC “SranyfFie srziu™, Suds
@, 3R fraRRwe Tafail & uelfa sam, Gﬁﬁﬁ?rmzowaﬁsmmﬁqa%
gna?ruw%?rﬁm
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India plans to strengthen nuclear
deterrence, drone warfare capabilities

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India has set out an ambi-
tious plan to reinforce its
nuclear deterrence and ex-
pand drone warfare capa-
bilities under the Technol-
ogy Perspective and
Capability Roadmap
(TPCR-2025), a 15-year
blueprint for military
preparedness.

The document high-
lights measures to sustain
credible nuclear deter-
rence through survivability
systems and advanced de-
livery platforms. While it
avoids reference to specific
warhead technologies, it
outlines future acquisi-
tions such as nuclear com-
mand-and-control infras-
tructure, radiation
detection tools, and mo-
bile decontamination un-
its. Unmanned ground
vehicles for chemical, bio-
logical, radiological and
nuclear (CBRN) reconnais-

Y

7

Ready for action: TPCR-2025 envisages adaptive jamming systems,
electronic denial bubbles to neutralise attacks by hostile drones. PTi

sance are also on the agen-
da, aimed at strengthening
protection against poten-
tial nuclear or chemical
fallout.

On the aerial front, the
Army has projected re-
quirements for stealth re-
motely piloted aircraft
with ranges of up to 1,500
km and altitudes of 60,000
feet. These drones would
carry electronic warfare
payloads; nuclear, biologi-

cal, and chemical detec-
tion equipment, and even
guide artillery fire.

Loitering munition

The road map also places
emphasis on loitering mu-
nitions, designed to carry
out precision strikes with
artificial intelligence-ena-
bled targeting and reusable
warhead systems. In addi-
tion, integrated surveil-
lance and targeting drones

are expected to boost the
battlefield capabilities of
mechanised forces.

India is also preparing
for the emerging threat of
hostile drone swarms.

The TPCR-2025 envisag-
es adaptive jamming sys-
tems and electronic denial
bubbles with a 15 km radi-
us to neutralise such at-
tacks, underscoring the ris-
ing importance of
electronic warfare in mod-
ern combat.

Officials said the initia-
tives were closely aligned
with the government’s self-
reliance push in defence
production by reducing
dependence on foreign
imports.

With the road map, In-
dia has signalled a strategic
shift towards integrated de-
terrence — combining nu-
clear resilience, electronic
warfare, and unmanned
strike platforms - to
strengthen national securi-
ty in the coming decades.

India plans to strengthen nuclear deterrence, drone
warfare capabilities

YR TRHTY fAaRUT 3R S G5 &Ha13il & Aolgd HA Bl
oI ST 38T 8@

e India has set out an ambitious plan to reinforce its nuclear deterrence and expand drone
warfare capabilities under the Technology Perspective and Capability Roadmap (TPCR-
2025), a 15-year blueprint for military preparedness

o URG A U WRHIY] FaRUI 1 TSigd HA 3R I Jox &S &1 fIdR o & farw
Technology Perspective and Capability Roadmap (TPCR-2025) & dgd U Hearmiel
IS 918 &, S 15 9T @reeT § I= danfal & fae

e The document highlights measures to sustain credible nuclear deterrence through

survivability systems and advanced delivery platforms
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A B fay-ia ] fHaRur & 9918 38 & e gRemers gonfery ofik sad fedias
BT & ATeOH ¥ IUTT B ISR far mar g

While it avoids reference to specific warhead technologies, it outlines future acquisitions
such as nuclear command-and-control infrastructure, radiation detection tools, and
mobile decontamination units

greiifch I fAf1y aRES dep-iiep! b1 Ioid el hxell, 78 A o] TERT S URATY] HHTS-
mamﬁm fafezor ygam SuHR, ﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁhﬁmqﬁmﬁ%@m
PRATT

Unmanned ground vehicles for chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN)
reconnaissance are also on the agenda, aimed at strengthening protection against potential

nuclear or chemical fallout
MfEaraiorea e IRAT] (CBRN) €Il & iU es wds Eoed oft

TSI H B, Gﬁﬂmﬁﬁmmmﬁwum@rﬁv&nﬁwmﬁ$mﬁ%

On the aerial front, the Army has projected requirements for stealth remotely piloted

aircraft with ranges of up to 1,500 km and altitudes of 60,000 feet

M R, A1 Y Ry Refled TS TRwITe &1 AaRHdrsl BT SH T
&, @t ¥ 1,500 fareft 0% iR a2 60,000 Wie aF &

These drones would carry electronic warfare payloads; nuclear, biological, and chemical
detection equipment, and even guide artillery fire

Y S SATEIID G5 SUBRYT, THTY], AfIh 3R IS Uga SUSRT o ST, 3R gt
T b AIURET BT W B ARfeR of i

Loitering munition

Arge T /A

The roadmap also places emphasis on loitering munitions, designed to carry out precision
strikes with artificial intelligence-enabled targeting and reusable warhead systems
AT F AlgeT TERM R it 9IR faar mar 3, St pia g9d & 3 37 ¥ faw pim
gfewar-gem aeg FuiRor iR g9: IuahT 9y aRes Rew & iy fese fear mn g

In addition, integrated surveillance and targeting drones are expected to boost the
battlefield capabilities of mechanised forces

3% Hfafkad, TPipd MR iR ded Uikl 319 ¥ APATgSS WIS & YG&Hdr 9gH
I IWGE §

India is also preparing for the emerging threat of hostile drone swarms

YR rgaTgul 3 W@ & IR TR & forg ot ot Hr @1 8

The TPCR-2025 envisages adaptive jamming systems and electronic denial bubbles with
a 15 km radius to neutralise such attacks, underscoring the rising importance of electronic
warfare in modern combat

TPCR-2025 U §H! &I FAsuTet A & fog srggpert SifeRT RRew 3k gaaei=e fe-maa
qac8 &1 15 forft Brsan & urau™ a1 8, o SMyfe g H sAdeH® g5 & d¢d Hed &l
@iferd Ha g

Officials said the initiatives were closely aligned with the government’s self-reliance push in
defence production by reducing dependence on foreign imports

HIYHIRAT 1 Bl o I Ugdl DR D1 Y& SaTe H ATATHRAT B ugd & W Fvear 9
Ao Tt B, e faesh simard R Frfkar o9 €t @

With the roadmap, India has signalled a strategic shift towards integrated deterrence —
combining nuclear resilience, electronic warfare, and unmanned strike platforms — to
strengthen national security in the coming decades

ASHY F Y, YR - TPIpd (AR BT 3R WFfdD Iead b1 Jobd fodl & — o R
T, SATRID g, 3N 3FAHS WP Wewr M § — d1fds 3 ard =) o
RTEH YREM ) Hoid a1 Tb
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A new leaf

Environmental compliance needs to be
monitored at all levels

Climate Change has brought into effect a

set of rules called the Environment Audit
Rules, 2025, that allows the vital activity of envi-
ronmental monitoring and auditing to go beyond
the remit of State Pollution Control Boards. The
rules will largely scrutinise whether industrial
units are compliant with environmental regula-
tion. The overall framework for monitoring and
compliance within the existing environmental
framework is presently supported by the Central
Pollution Control Board, the Regional Offices of
the Environment Ministry, and the State Pollu-
tion Control Boards/Pollution Control Commit-
tees. They have, however, been facing significant
constraints in terms of manpower, resources, ca-
pacity and infrastructure. “These limitations
have hampered their ability to comprehensively
monitor and enforce environmental compliance
across the vast number of projects and industries
operating nationwide,” said a press statement by
the Environment Ministry. This scheme aims to
bridge the manpower and infrastructure deficits
faced by regulatory authorities, thereby streng-
thening the effective implementation of environ-
mental compliance mechanisms.

Under the new rules, private agencies can get
themselves accredited as auditors. Much like
chartered accountants, environment auditors
can get themselves licensed and be authorised to
evaluate the compliance of projects with environ-
mental laws and their adherence with best prac-
tices in the prevention, control and abatement of
pollution. Environmental regulation has, in re-
cent years, transcended policing and bookkeep-
ing. Given that human-caused climate change is
seen as a problem that nations must collectively
fix, new dimensions to environmental regula-
tions have emerged. Thus, audits undertaken by
these agencies can also be used for compliance
with ‘Green Credit Rules’, under which indivi-
duals and organisations can gain tradeable ‘cre-
dits’ for afforestation, sustainable water manage-
ment and waste management among other
activities. Beyond industrial units, nearly every
company in India will have to account for its di-
rect and indirect carbon emissions. This will en-
tail fairly complex accounting practices, which
are beyond what Pollution Control Board officials
can handle. However, preparing for the future
should not be at the expense of compromising
core responsibilities. It is usually at the district,
block and panchayat levels that the most flagrant
environmental travesties abound, which escape
notice usually because of the lack of trained staff.
The new regime must seek to empower them too.

T he Ministry of Environment, Forest and

A New Leaf
Th T MUY

e Environmental compliance needs to be monitored at
all levels.

qaiaRoiia SrguTaH &1 ATRET Faft TRl R 3t S ARl

Environment Audit Rules, 2025

3fifse fAraw, 2025

e The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change has brought into effect a set of rules called the
Environment Audit Rules, 2025, that allows the vital activity of
environmental monitoring and auditing to go beyond the remit
of State Pollution Control Boards.

giaRur, a9 3R Seary ulad- #ared 3 yatarur iifse
. 2025 @ fou &, o wafaror AR i sifefe ot
Wﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁww%ﬁﬁ%mﬁ@ﬁaﬁﬁ
3Hfd 3 B

e The rules will largely scrutinise whether industrial units

are compliant with environmental regulation. !
ﬁﬁmg@mﬁu@mﬁﬁﬁ?w&%@ﬁwsﬁsﬁm
ot &1 e R @ 5

e The overall framework for monitoring and compliance
within the existing environmental framework is presently
supported by the Central Pollution Control Board, the
Regional Offices of the Environment Ministry, and the State
Pollution Control Boards/Pollution Control Committees.

Arolel yafaritg g & dgd TR 3R SFuTe &t Jay TRa]
A § HEra UguoT fRiEr 918, gatarr 6ared & &g
e, 3R T Uguur fa=or aﬁﬁmgw ferdaror afafeay
EREE DL

e They have, however, been facing significant constraints
in terms of manpower, resources, capacity and infrastructure.
BTdifoh, 3¢ HIFG WATY, AT, AT 3R 3a<iRaT &1 2fd
 Tia R TR T T BT TSI 21

e “These limitations have hampered their ability to
comprehensively monitor and enforce environmental compliance
across the vast number of projects and industries operating
nationwide,” said a press statement by the Environment
Ministry.
YOTaRUT HATAT & U U aadad | dgl T, “S4 AHI8] 7 38 I¥
31 | Harfod St e & ufkarernelt $ik I # yatavor
SUTA B ATUH ¥ J PRI 3R AN 37 Y & & ane
ST g1

e This scheme aims to bridge the manpower and
infrastructure deficits faced by regulatory authorities, thereby
strengthening the effective implementation of environmental
compliance mechanisms.
g gior framde witreson gRT A fT 710 41E SHTe=
IR ST B HH DI Ure HT AL 34 8, o wataRor
ST & & THI Hraf-aa- &1 Teigd 6T S 9o |

e Under the new rules, private agencies can get
themselves accredited as auditors.
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Tt fgHt & ded, el ot gg & siffsed & U | A1=udr UTe a1 9ol g |

Much like chartered accountants, environment auditors can get themselves licensed and
be authorised to evaluate the compliance of projects with environmental laws and their
adherence with best practices in the prevention, control and abatement of pollution.
IS APTSeeT B g, TRl SHifSeH Y &I Agad UKl Hal Javd g AR TRara=mait
& YOTaRUT BT & SFUTA IR UgUUT B AT, 0T 3iv 2ra=1 & oty yure &
T &1 Yl B & fore Siftrgpd 8 I&d g |

Environmental regulation has, in recent years, transcended policing and bookkeeping.

BT & aut §, yatareiig frgaradt 3 AR 3R d@ie &t dasl o uR R forn g
Given that human-caused climate change is seen as a problem that nations must
collectively fix, new dimensions to environmental regulations have emerged.

fh ATTa-Sifa STaarg uivad=T &1 T UH qEw1 91 o ¢ Ford <= &1 IEfed U § 8
1 91, yatavoiig e & U omam 3w Bl

Thus, audits undertaken by these agencies can also be used for compliance with ‘Green
Credit Rules’, under which individuals and organisations can gain tradeable credits for
afforestation, sustainable water management and waste management among other
activities.

Y UHR, 37 Toirdl gRT fay 17U 3iffee o1 3y <fiF $fse fFramy & s & faw oft
foran <11 Umar 8, e ded aafdmal 3R WTe=l & a-tevr, Tad 9a Uae= iR HoRT
FaYe SRt TIfAfafat 3 fou samuR 9ivg $fee urd 8 9ed

Beyond industrial units, nearly every company in India will have to account for its direct
and indirect carbon emissions.

NS BTN F (AT, YR H THTHT 8 HUT P 307 Uegef 3R Ucaef ST St
&1 fema &1 g

This will entail fairly complex accounting practices, which are beyond what Pollution
Control Board officials can handle.

P [T HTHT e A@IH WAT3H DI STaRIDHdl 511, S UgHOT =0T 9t il &
TUTTH Y WG

However, preparing for the future should not be at the expense of compromising core
responsibilities.

gTaifes, yfaw &t TRt g1 fereival &t 51 & @< IR 781 g+ afeu|

It is usually at the district, block and panchayat levels that the most flagrant
environmental travesties abound, which escape notice usually because of the lack of
trained staff.

SMHAR TR oraT, s 3R Uamad TR IR I 31 TS TaiaRuiig SraRTe 81d ©, o
IR R UiRiféa sl 9t w1t & SR e ¥ 59 9 B

The new regime must seek to empower them too.

I I BT I8 Y TR T4 BT G BT 1|
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